
Usually, my sermons are based around the readings set for each 

Sunday. In the aftermath of the heinous murder of George Floyd and the 

massive contrast of responses to it from around the world, I’m going 

instead to focus on today’s Collect prayer, one that changes every week. 

The Collect is an attempt to distil Christ’s Good News of God’s love that 

we hear in the readings set for the day. At a time when issues of racism, 

privilege and bias are leading on stories about the spread of Covid-19 as 

well as the British slave trade, today’s Collect has something rather 

profound to offer. Let me read it for you again: 

‘O Lord, you always guide your people whom you build up on the 
foundation of your love: make us ever stand in awe of your Holy Name, 
and love you in equal measure’ 
I, and I assume everyone virtually present with me today, would 

instinctively say that we are not racist. After all, I’m sickened by anything 

said or done that belittles a brother or sister of any race or colour. But we 

can’t simply stop there. Language never stays still – something that is 

now considered to be ‘sick’ was once ‘the bees’ knees’. The word racism 

once described anyone of any colour abusing someone else of a different 

colour. Today racism specifically speaks of a more powerful (often 

bigger) group abusing a less powerful (often smaller) one. In terms of a 

country, racism can become systemic across a majority population that 

will affect the welfare of minority communities. So, following on from that 

sickening racist slur I hear, if I simply allow that sickened feeling to 

dissipate, if I imagine that the problem lies somewhere else, I then 

become part of that problem. 



Consider these true examples:  

- a white nurse in a hospital makes assumptions about a black teenager 

presenting with heart symptoms having taken drugs (he hadn’t), and 

didn’t run the necessary tests. He later died of a treatable heart condition.  

-  If a black woman has a baby in this country, she is five times more 

likely to die than a white woman.  

- a friend of mine who is black and a lecturer, actor and stillbirth 

campaigner has been stopped 40 times by police over the course of a 

single year in London, once on the way home with his wife after the birth 

of their eldest child. And yet do we get publicly outraged about these 

things? 

A recent poll of people in the UK shows that most have a strong pride in 

the “empire”. But how many really know the facts? How many know 

about the massacres that took place under a time of ‘Rule Britannia’, the 

pillaging of the countries it dominated, how it was the British who 

invented concentration camps, and how all that has left long term 

damaging legacies across many nations that still affect them today? It’s 

certainly not a rounded history that is taught in our schools and very few 

know our national need to say sorry for it.  

The UK’s consciousness has been stirred by the murder of George Floyd 

by a group of white cops in America and the toppling of a statue in Bristol 

of the British slavetrader, Edward Colston. A critical self-examination of 

our nation’s systemic pandemic of racism is now underway. 



The Covid-19 pandemic has killed millions but we now know that far 

more have died in disenfranchised and impoverished black communities 

than in white middle class ones. Yes, of course some overt racist 

behaviour has been hitting the headlines. But sadly, and most of the time, 

the people involved are simply making mistakes and errors due to the 

assumptions they make, and the level of bias that underpins their 

subconscious actions.  

‘But I’m not racist’ or ‘What’s this got to do with me?’ are the kind of 

responses that deny a fundamental reality that we are all shaped in some 

way by an unconscious deeply ingrained institutional bias. We need to 

become more aware of the inherited cultural foundations that continue to 

underpin what we think, what we say and how we behave, to catch 

ourselves being surprised when we see a black actor in a period TV 

drama who seems ‘out of place’. Then we can begin to be rebuilt onto a 

less comfortable foundation of God’s love that Jesus Christ would have 

us stand on instead and so build up others who have been pushed down 

for so long.  

This is a huge subject and I can only touch on it here right now. But if we 

are adamant that we want to change, I would strongly encourage you to 

watch videos and read articles to explore this further. A good place to 

start is the friend of mine I talked about earlier on, David Monteith. His 

Facebook videos have taught me a lot already. 



Being forgiven today in the Confession and Absolution is not a ticket to 

sweep the past under the carpet. Forgiveness spurs us on to behave 

differently in the future. It will take effort to do our homework, to find out 

more about our shared history that continues to affect how our black 

brothers and sisters are treated, to understand why they are passionately 

angry and all the more determined to seek justice rather than revenge. 

Then we can be built up and build them up too on a foundation of God’s 

love, standing up for so many who have been brought so low simply 

because of the colour of their skin. Joining in may mean that friends or 

family who are unable to leave their inherited foundations behind may fall 

out with us but surely Christ’s message about God’s love tells us that we 

owe it to minority communities to educate ourselves so we can do our 

local bits to help make bigger global amends. Amen. 


