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Two celebrations this month, The Transfiguration of Jesus on 6th August and St Michael and all
Angels on 29 September. I wonder if all us extremely intelligent, educated and worldly people
would believe a man who said to us that he was the son of God without any proof either?
Hmmmm, something to ponder I think. Maybe it is easier to believe in something that happened a
long time ago but would doubt if it actually happened to us right now? All I think is that it would
be wonderful to just have the opportunity!
The “Summer Holiday” for the children will soon be coming to an end soon. Let us wish them, and
their teachers, a happy return to school. We all pray that they find school a safe place to be,
free of bullying, fear, danger and tension, and that they all learn to fulfil their individual
potential. As Parents and Grandparents we must remember that each and every child has their
rightful place in the world and that their futures might be academic or manual, spiritual or
physical. It is all of our jobs to help them make the right choices for themselves, and not us. All we
can do is to give them the opportunities and then our love and guidance.
Hope you enjoy reading this edition.
With love from the Editors

Christine and Tobias
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Vestry met on 24th June, enjoying a full attendance for the first time for a while, with hospitality at
Rita Watt’s home. Discussions included the ongoing vacancies and we are still looking for someone
to be our Alternate Lay Rep (and ex officio Vestry member), as described in the previous
magazine. If you feel this could be you, please speak to any member of the Vestry.
We were pleased to co-opt David Hill onto Vestry for the remainder of the session and look
forward to welcoming him at our next meeting, which will again be minuted by Fiona Ward. We
greatly appreciate Fiona’s commitment as Acting Secretary meantime, and also thank David for
agreeing to minute our meetings from September till the AGM. I will continue to prepare agendas
and be the liaison for diocesan correspondence meantime. It is great to see everyone working
well together to get what is needed done!
We are still looking for more people to support the Sunday School when this resumes after the
school holidays and propose to ask that people work in pairs on a rota basis. We are also
identifying possible resources /materials that can be used to help with preparing the sessions, and
hope this encourages us all to take our turn in working with our children and young people. Look
out for more information soon!
Property always features on the agenda, and we approved a quote for a contractor to undertake
the (mandatory) Quinquennial property inspection which Patrick Milne Home is organising. Work is
currently being done on the Rectory barge boards, and we also agreed to hold a garden
maintenance day on Sat 28th September. Many hands make light work and we hope people will
come along and help tidy up areas of the church gardens then. The Church Reordering group
continue their work and are currently producing initial drawings of possible options.
We noted the recent Quiz Night raised £255, and was greatly enjoyed by those able to attend,
and the sale of the donated Swarovski crystal items should bring in around £3k for the Reordering
Fund - for which we are very grateful.
Other discussions included a possible Hosting Initiative where members of the congregation offer
hospitality to others in their homes, the need for a replacement bulb for the projector, an entry to
the Ecclesiastical Insurance photograph competition and the SEC decision to only hold ethical
investments. As you can see it’s a wide-ranging agenda!
Remember that once approved, minutes of our meetings are posted on the notice board at the
back of church, and Vestry are always keen to hear your views and ideas. Our next meeting is on
19th August after our summer break.

1st Sundays 4pm Evensong with hymns
1st Mondays 10am Pastoral Care group (Side Chapel)
Tuesdays
11am Informal Holy Communion (Side Chapel)
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Thursdays
10am Thursday Morning study group (usually in the Meeting Room)
1.45pm – 2.45pm Rector’s Hour – an opportunity to drop in and speak to the Rector in the Church
Office
August Services and Events
Sunday 4th: Pentecost 9 (Proper 18)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
4pm Evensong with hymns
Sunday 11th: Pentecost 10 (Proper 19)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
Sunday 18th: Pentecost 11 (Proper 20)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am ‘Welcome (Back)’ Family Sung Eucharist
Sunday 25th: Pentecost 12 (Proper 21)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
September Services and Events
Sunday 1st: Pentecost 13 (Proper 22)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
4pm Evensong with hymns
Sunday 8th: Pentecost 14 (Proper 23)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
Wednesday 11th:
10.45am Midweek Worship (Kinross Centre)
with special consideration for peace and justice in the world

Sunday 15th: Pentecost 15 (Proper 24)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am ‘Welcome (Back)’ Family Sung Eucharist
Sunday 22nd: Pentecost 16 (Proper 25)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
Sunday 29th: MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
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After finishing 2 Samuel we move through 1 Kings to half way through 2 Kings. These books
contain wonderful stories with that of Elijah defying King Ahab being perhaps the best known and
providing the libretto for Mendelssohn's oratorio (1 Kings 17-19).
The compilers were not writing history in the modern sense. They included myths and legends that
are manifestly not factually accurate. They referred readers who wanted to know the detailed
evens of a reign to other records. Their concern was to assess the degree to which a king was true
to the covenant made between God and his people, of which the most important element was
strict observance of monotheism. The people were to worship only one God, Jehovah. Thus Omri,
who presided over a period of great prosperity, is rated a failure because he permitted the
worship of other gods at other centres than Jerusalem.
The most astonishing story is that of Nathan confronting David over his adultery with Bathsheba
and murder of her husband to cover up his sin (2 Sam 11-12). The kings may have been anointed
and made the vice-regents of God but they were not above God's law.
We finish Mark and start on Matthew. We saw in the last issue that Mark based his narrative of
Jesus' ministry on the Jewish liturgical year, and used this as a framework for the remembered
sayings of Jesus. Matthew used most of Mark and a lost collection of different sayings that
scholars have named Q (after Quelle, German for source). He also extended the narrative by
adding birth stories and resurrection appearances.
Matthew is the most Jewish-oriented gospel-writer, frequently quoting the Old Testament. He
portrays Jesus as a new Moses. To give two examples, as Moses had escaped Pharaoh's order
that all baby boys should be killed, so Jesus escaped Herod's identical order, and as Moses had
brought the Ten Commandments down from Mount Sinai, so Jesus delivered his sermon on the
mount.
Matthew also reflects the hurt and anger felt by the Followers of the Way at having expelled
from the synagogues. The diatribes against the Pharisees and the role attributed to the priests in
Jesus' trial and crucifixion derive from the bitter disappointment that the early church felt at not
having won the Jews over to their view of Jesus.
After finishing Acts, we read through James, Philippians and most of 1 Corinthians.
Acts end with Paul languishing in Rome under house arrest, not, as one might expect, with his
execution. Obviously that would have been a rather pessimistic note to end on. Better to bring
the book to an end with Paul having reached his destination, the centre of the Roman world to
which he had been aiming all along.
James provides a salutary contrast to Paul. Whereas Paul had emphasised faith in Jesus as the
means to salvation, James asserted that faith without works was dead. James reminds us of
Micah, who said that God did not want better and bigger sacrifices but justice, mercy and walking
humbly. Luther at the time of the reformation re-asserted the importance of faith as opposed to
the works of his day which were chiefly the purchase of indulgences to reduce the time spent in
purgatory. Much current Christian thinking tries to tip the emphasis away from believing various
propositions as the key to heaven towards action to help the marginalised and bring about the
rule of God in this life. Some commentators even suggest that the proper meaning of the Greek
word translated as faith should be translated obedience.
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In October, we return to Paul. Marcus Borg highlights two features of his letter to the Philippians.
One is the emphasis on joy, remarkable for a man imprisoned and unsure if he would be set free
or executed. The other is the appeal to live as Jesus did. The daily service book at my school
printed Phil 4.8 as its end-piece. If you turned the last page over on Saturday evening, it made a
moving end to the past week and an encouraging start to the next week.
1 Corinthians is best known for its hymn to love. CS Lewis distinguished four types of love: eros
(sexual love), philia (friendship), storge (pronounced stor-gay = affection) and agape (pronounced
agahpay). Chapter 13 lists what agape involves: nothing to do with liking someone, or sharing
the same interests or least of all wanting to go to bed with them, but in a nutshell seeking the best
interests of the other person. Of the ingredients listed, I think kindness is top. I read the other day
in a review of a book on marriage, that the most helpful definition of marriage was "a competition
in kindness".
As always much to read, both familiar and unfamiliar! Apparently, over 100 million Bibles are
printed every year, 25% bought in the US. How many lie unopened?
David Hill
PS Although the King James Version of the Bible is written in beautiful language, it can be hard to
read. The New Standard Revised Version can be obtained from Cornerstone Bookshop (0131
229 3776) in two sizes, one for about £9 and another with a larger font-size for about £15.

‘Where is heaven?’ Perhaps you too have looked up into the blaze of stars in the night sky and
pondered this big question, as our ancestors have done since time began. Thea first creation story
in Genesis describes a dome above us in which the sky separates earth from heaven. Psalm 19 is a
glorious Jewish hymn of praise in celebration of God’s universal handiwork: ‘The heavens are
telling the glory of God, the wonder of his work displays the firmament’, words famously set to
music by Josef Haydn in his oratorio, ‘The Creation’. Our Creed describes the dramatic conclusion
of Jesus’ earthly ministry when he ‘ascended into heaven’. Popular belief has for a long time held
that the realm of heaven was just above the clouds, just beyond our reach; St Paul even predicted
that we will one day be ‘caught up with [the righteous] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air’. (1
Thessalonians 4. 17)
Secular poetry has also played with this concept. During a training flight high up in the majestic
blue yonder, the Second World War airman and poet John Gillespie Magee was inspired to write
these powerful words:
Up, up the long, delirious burning blue
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or ever eagle flew
—And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.
However, in July 1969, the literal narrative that lingered in people’s minds about heaven being
‘up there’ was shattered. The world has recently celebrated the 50th anniversary of the first time
humanity stepped onto the Moon. We have seen those early images of the dark expanse of space
far beyond our clouds that must have been utterly mind-blowing. One man’s small step onto the
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lunar surface was a giant leap indeed. In that instant, faced with those images beamed across our
planet, all believers of any faith had to engage with an understanding of heaven that was far
more complex. Three intrepid astronauts had gone where no-one had gone before and we had to
become more nuanced in our theological thinking about heaven and the hereafter or reject it
altogether.
So does this mean that it is wrong to use stories to understand our faith and our lives? Absolutely
not. Jesus told stories to great effect, offering a way to engage with many aspects of faith. The
important word there is “engage”. The danger comes when we claim there is only one easy way
to understand a story, and we cease to look for the layers of meaning that reveal the deeper
truths. Conflict lies ahead when we claim our truth is the only way to see that greater truth.
It seems as though much political rhetoric tries to give us sound bites and stories that don’t stand up
to scrutiny. Take that poisonous phrase “Go back to your country” that has hit the headlines in the
USA. Bringing to mind stories of fear about immigration, about the “other”, about jobs being
stolen, about there only being one acceptable opinion. These hide so much opposing truths that
require informed discussion. Something that can be summarized in a headline will pack a punch
and draw you in, but can never contain the whole story.
So where does that leave us? Floundering with no easy framework on which to hang our
understanding of life, the universe and everything (including heaven)? Perhaps. I do know that
many people struggle with a faith that doesn’t give them very clear cut answers. However I
believe that truth hits us at a deeper level. Sometimes it is an insight that strikes us when listening
to music or hearing poetry. We can be moved, even when we don’t have the whole picture. This is
deeply human, and Biblical – ‘for now we see through a glass darkly’ (from 1 Corinthians 13).
And as to heaven? The founder of the Iona Community, George Macleod, poetically and
beautifully described the divide between heaven and earth as ‘tissue thin’, tantalizingly close but
remaining a little beyond our ken. That will do for me, for now.
Fr David

Proper 18

4 August

Mon

2 Sam 7.1-17

Acts 18.1-11

Mk 8.11-21

Tue

2 Sam 7.18-29

Acts 18.12-28

Mk 8.22-33

Wed

2 Sam 9.1-13

Acts 19.1-10

Mk 8.34-9.1

Thu

2 Sam 11.1-27

Acts 19.1-11

Mk 9.2-13

Fri

2 Sam 12.1-14

Acts 19.21-41

Mk 9.14-29

Sat

2 Sam 12.15-31

Acts 20.1-16

Mk 9.30-41

Proper 19

11 August

Mon

2 Sam 13.23-39

Acts 20.17-38

Mk 9.42-50

Tue

2 Sam 14.1-20

Acts 21.1-14

Mk 10.1-16

Wed

2 Sam 14.21-33

Acts 21.15-26

Mk 10.17-31

Thu

2 Sam 15.1-18

Acts 21.27-36

Mk 10.32-45
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Fri

2 Sam 15.19-37

Acts 21.37-22.16

Mk 10.46-52

Sat

2 Sam 16.1-23

Acts 22.17-29

Mk 11.1-11

Proper 20

18 August

Mon

2 Sam 17.24-18.8

Acts 22.30-23.11

Mk 11.12-26

Tue

2 Sam 18.9-18

Acts 23.12-24

Mk 11.27-12.12

Wed

2 Sam 18.19-33

Acts 23.23-35

Mk 12.13-27

Thu

2 Sam 19.1-23

Acts 24.1-23

Mk 12.28-34

Fri

2 Sam 19.24-43

Acts 24.24-25.12

Mk 12.35-44

Sat

2 Sam 23.1-7,13-17

Acts 25.13-27

Mk 13.1-13

Proper 21

25 August

Mon

1 Kings 1.5-31

Acts 26.1-23

Mk 13.14-27

Tue

1 Kings 1.38-2.4

Acts 26.24-27.8

Mk 13.28-37

Wed

1 Kings 3.1-15

Acts 27.9-26

Mk 14.1-11

Thu

1 Kings 3.16-28

Acts 27.27-44

Mk 14.12-26

Fri

1 Kings 5.1-6.1,7

Acts 28.1-16

Mk 14.27-42

Sat

1 Kings 7.51-8.21

Acts 28.17-31

Mk 14.43-52

Proper 22

1 September

Mon

2 Chr 8.32-7.7

Jas 2.1-13

Mk 14.53-65

Tue

1 Kings

Jas 2.14-26

Mk 14.66-72

Wed

1 Kings

Jas 3.1-12

Mk 15.1-11

Thu

1 Kings

Jas 3.13-4.12

Mk 15.12-21

Fri

1 Kings

Jas 4.13-5.6

Mk 15.22-32

Sat

1 Kings

Jas 5.7-12,19-20

Mk 15.33-39

Proper 23

8 September

Mon

1 Kings 13.1-10

Phil 1.1-11

Mk 15.40-47

Tue

1 Kings 16.23-34

Phil 1.12-30

Mk 16.1-8(9-20)

Wed

1 Kings 17.1-24

Phil 2.1-11

Mt 2.1-12

Thu

1 Kings 18.1-19

Phil 2.12-30

Mt 2.13-23

Fri

1 Kings 18.20-40

Phil 3.1-16

Mt 3.1-12

Sat

1 Kings 18.41-19.8

Phil 3.17-4.7

Mt 3.13-17

Proper 24

15 September

Mon

1 Kings 21.1-16

1 Cor 1.1-19

Mt 4.1-11

Tue

1 Kings 21.17-29

1 Cor 1.20-31

Mt 4.12-17

Wed

1 Kings 22.1-28

1 Cor 2.1-13

Mt 4.18-25
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Thu

1 Kings 22.29-45

1 Cor 2.14-3.15

Mt 5.1-10

Fri

2 Kings 1.2-17

1 Cor 3.16-23

Mt 5.11-16

Sat

2 Kings 2.1-18

1 Cor 4.1-7

Mt 5.17-20

Proper 25

22 September

Mon

2 Kings 5.1-19

1 Cor 4.8-21

Mt 5.21-26

Tue

2 Kings 5.19-27

1 Cor 5.1-8

Mt 5.27-37

Wed

2 Kings 6.1-23

1 Cor 5.9-6.8

Mt 5.38-48

Thu

2 Kings 9.1-16

1 Cor 6.12-20

Mt 6.1-6,16-18

Fri

2 Kings 9.17--37

1 Cor 7.1-9

Mt 6.7-15

Sat

2 Kings 11.1-20a

1 Cor 7.10-24

Mt 6.19-24

Proper 26

29 September

Mon

2 Kings 17.24-41

1 Cor 7.25-31

Mt 6.25-34

Tue

2 Chr 29.1-3;30.1-27

1 Cor 7.32-40

Mt 7.1-12

Wed

2 Kings 18.9-25

1 Cor 8.1-13

Mt7.13-21

Thu

2 Kings 18..28-37

1 Cor9.1-15

Mt 7.22-29

Fri

2 Kings 19.1-20

1 Cor 9.16-27

Mt 8.1-17

Sat

2 Kings 19.21-36

1 Cor 10.1-13

Mt 8.18-27

Dear Readers
As we haven’t received any letters this month, I thought I would take the opportunity to write one
myself!
• What do YOU think about “St Paul’s Matters”?
• Do we cover the right things?
• Could we change anything to make it better?
• Would you like to submit an article (PLEASE)?
• Do you belong to an organisation that you feel we would all like to hear about?
• Are there any particular subjects you would like covering?
• Are you an expert on something that you could write a column about each time?
The magazine belongs to all of us, so we want to make sure the content is right. Please get in
tough, either in person at church or email me, christine.croft@gmx.com, so we can ensure that what
is wanted is what you all get!
With love,
Christine
I was wondering why the ball kept getting bigger and bigger, and then it hit me.
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The Apostles' Creed
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin May, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried He
descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

The Faith of a Thomas Believer
I believe in Jesus, messenger of God's Word,
bringer of God's healing, heart of God's
compassion,
bright star in the firmament of God's
prophets, mystics, and saints.

Liberal Christian theology distinguishes between the pre-Easter and the post-Easter Jesus, between
Jesus the ordinary human being and the divine Christ into which the church developed him. The
apostles' creed focuses entirely on the post-Easter divine being, while the Faith of the Thomas
Believer focuses entirely on the pre-Easter human being.
It is strange that the church should have been so little interested in Jesus the man, and his ministry
of teaching and healing. Fortunately the three synoptic gospels recorded what was passed down
by oral tradition. Even these have to be examined and interpreted carefully to separate what
Jesus actually said and did from what the evangelists invented to advance their own
understanding of his significance.
It was when I heard Marcus Borg deliver an address on the pre-Easter Jesus that suddenly Jesus
came alive for me as a real person rather than a sort of mythical being like Perseus of Greek
mythology, whose mother conceived him in a brazen tower when Zeus entered as a ray of light.
Borg identified five elements of Jesus' activity, five that are shared in total only by Gautama
Buddha. He argued that Jesus was a Jewish mystic, a wisdom teacher, a healer, a radical social
critic and the founder of a movement.
In similar vein the Thomas Believer sees Jesus as the inheritor of the prophetic tradition, following
in the steps of Nathan, Elijah, Amos and John the Baptist. Jesus declared God's unconditional love
for everyone and came to give us the means of abundant life.
David Hill

Delia is, and will continue to be, sadly missed by all of her St Paul’s family as well as her own
family. She was one of the longest serving members of our Church and was a regular attender
until ill health prevented her from coming. Everyone to whom I have spoken has very fond
memories of her.
My earliest memories are of her as a very popular Sunday School teacher to our daughters. She
was very happy to let Mary attend with Anne at a very young age. My favourite story is when
Mary excitedly told us that “Lady Montgomery said that I can be Anne.” We were very puzzled
until Anne explained that Sunday School were going to perform a Nativity Play in Kinross House,
the beautiful home of the Montgomery family. She had been asked to play the part of Mary. To a
three year old, the logical conclusion was that in that case, Mary would have to play the part of
Anne. I now can’t recall whether Mary was a shepherd or a sheep - possibly called Anne? It was,
however, a delightful Nativity Play which was much enjoyed by all of us proud parents.
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Afterwards, we all enjoyed the refreshments provided by Delia as we always did at other Church
parties which the family held there.
Delia also served on the Vestry and was
the Lay Representative for many years.
Her baking was legendary; especially
her meringues which were the best we
had ever tasted. At the Church Sales
and coffee mornings regularly held in
the Church Centre, her goods on the
Cake and Candy Stall were always the
first to sell. She also helped making teas
and coffees after the 11am service.
Her Thanksgiving Service was a joy to
attend. The Cathedral was packed with
her large family and numerous friends. I
understand that she had chosen much of
what was to happen and her wishes were more or less adhered to. She had insisted that there was
to be no eulogy. Nevertheless Father David and Jamie, her son, managed to speak about some
things which were dear to her and portrayed her truly kind and generous personality. The
congregation was particularly amused to hear about her making meals in her own home for the
Meals on Wheels Service when the school kitchens were closed. It was also interesting to hear of
her letters to the BBC when she disagreed with them.
David Payne has many memories from when he and Delia shared the transport of their children to
Dollar Academy during the winter months and the laughs they had about school life. His son,
Russell, at a very young age, used to help Delia to tie and stack the newspapers in the basement
of Kinross to take to the ‘Paper Church’ (the old Church
Hall) for collection to make money for Church funds.
Christina Rodger recalls how Delia encouraged her to cut
flowers and greenery from Kinross House and later from
Home Farm for Church floral arrangements; especially at
Easter, Harvest, Christmas and weddings.
Jan Campbell says that she enjoyed Delia’s company at
the Lent study group for many years. Her friendly and
insightful contributions to the group were invaluable.
Outside Church she says she was an instigator of Kinross
in Bloom.
As I said at the beginning; she is, and will continue to be,
sadly missed by all who knew this wonderful, true
Christian lady who was a delightful life enhancing
person.
Muriel Markland
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‘I don’t want any of that nonsense about having passed away or passed on. I can’t stand it! Talk
about me as having died!’ So were my marching orders the last time I saw Delia, enjoying a cup
of tea with her in the garden. I was absolutely on the same page when it comes to referring to
death, much to her visible relief! It is one of many delightful images of her that I will cherish. Delia
knew exactly what she wanted for today, whenever
today came, but at the same time, was at pains to
make sure she’d not put her foot in it over these
wishes! Delia had left a little book with all her
instructions about how all this would be conducted. She
had also crafted the wording that would adorn her
headstone. She even knew how her husband, David’s
headstone should be inscribed too! Delia was
particularly insistent that there would be No Eulogy at
this Memorial service, a directive written in red ink
and underlined several times. So, gathered friends
(and Delia!) I will try to be good and not eulogise too
much, or she’ll get cross!
All this might make Delia sound somewhat strident. But that was very far from the case indeed. I’m
sure we would join together in saying what an absolute joy and delight it was to be around Delia
and what huge fun she brought to any occasion.
One might even argue that she had quite a giggle on the day we buried her; it had started off
very unpromisingly indeed, cold, damp and decidedly squelchy underfoot. But somehow we were
granted just enough of a respite from the deluge for us to say farewell to her at the loch-side
before the heavens opened up once more. Her faith in the glorious hereafter never waivered and
it was obvious to me that she was almost looking forward, with some trepidation, to a whole new
exciting adventure in heaven, whatever that might be, along with Andrew. Anyway, she was jolly
well going to meet whatever it turned out to be head-on!
An Irish blessing begins, ‘May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your
back’. It finishes with the words, ‘and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of his
hand’. This very lovely sentiment was close to us all as we gently laid Delia’s earthly remains to
rest next to her beloved son 3 weeks ago. We gather today bringing with us our private grief
and sharing in our public sorrow because Delia has died. And yet, with her family, we can find
immense comfort in George Macleod’s famous image of the divide between heaven and earth
being tissue-thin. As part of the mysterious, intimate connection between the living and the dead,
we reflect on Iona’s powerful words that Delia will be ‘forever on your shoulder, she is always
holding you’. In life, Delia simply couldn’t help but change people’s lives; even during those long
months of bed-ridden traction at the PRI, her visitors held her full attention; despite my position of
power as her pastor and priest, I always ended up feeling I’d got the far better deal from our
remarkably uplifting encounters. Delia will continue to have an impact on our lives, whether we like
it or not!
Delia enjoyed a good sing at church. Even when she was giving me a tactful ticking off for
including some obscure hymn one Sunday morning, Delia’s spirit was endlessly bubbling with fun
and joy. When we get to that point in the service, do give her a rousing rendition of ‘How great
thou art’ – she ’d love that!
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Despite our tears, we still catch ourselves smiling at Delia’s effervescence in those glorious words
of praise and familiar tunes we sing to God in heartfelt thankfulness for having known and loved
this truly remarkable lady.
When my time comes and Death comes knocking, there will be a few folk from among the myriad
of souls I’ll look out for past the pearly gates. Delia will undoubtedly be one of them.
Fr David

I never got around to calling her Delia as to me she was always a real lady. When I first met her,
she was Mrs Montgomery, my employer, and I found it easy changing to call her Lady Montgomery.
Sixty plus years she was there for me for support, friendship and a laugh.
I feel privileged to have had for so long in my life. I will miss her dearly.
Nanny

In the first part of my review of Bishop John Spong's "Re-Claiming the Bible for a Non-Religious
World", I described the four stages in which he argued that the first five books of the Old
Testament, the Jewish Torah, were compiled. Rather than the inerrant Word of God, hallowed by
tradition and use in worship, they are documents that seek to promote and legitimise religious and
political practices. They should be interpreted in the light of literary and historical analysis.
Above all they should be tested by Christians against their understanding of the mind of Jesus.
Spong's analysis of the three synoptic gospels, Mark (written about 70AD), Mathew (written about
80AD) and Luke (written about 90AD) is not as straightforward as his analysis of the Torah. It is
perhaps more speculative than his account of the Torah but still fascinating.
He suggests that very little was remembered about Jesus' life, other than that he was a teacher
and healer who met his death by crucifixion. Paul's letters, the earliest written 20 years or so
after Jesus' death, tell us nothing about him beyond that he was crucified. The first gospel, Mark,
was written 20 years later still, after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.
Mark used a collection of Jesus' sayings that were handed down by oral tradition. (The gospel of
Thomas may be an example of such a collection.) Matthew and Luke based their gospels on Mark
but both drew on another source of sayings, which accounts for the further overlap between the
two.
Initially, Spong argues, the Followers of the Way worshipped in the Jewish synagogues and
regarded themselves as Jews, only calling themselves Christians when they were expelled from the
synagogues about 88AD. It was and still is the practice in a synagogue for passages from the
Torah, the Psalms and the Prophets to be read out and for opportunity to be given to members to
comment on these. Followers of the Way would have linked Jesus' ministry and teaching. to the
passage read. Thus, for instance, when Psalm 22 was read, Followers of the Way would have
used it in their account of the crucifixion.
Mark's genius was to paste these bits and pieces onto a one-year narrative that was based on the
Jewish calendar of festivals. The Jewish year begins with Passover, which was followed in turn by
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Shavuot (Pentecost), Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), Sukkoth
(Booths), and Hannukah (Dedication). It is possible to identify in Mark episodes that fit these
festivals.
Matthew and Luke expanded Mark by adding material from their common source that fitted their
particular viewpoint. Matthew for instance presented Jesus as the new Moses (just as Moses
received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai, so Jesus delivered his Sermon on the Mount).
Luke presented his story to show how the gospel applies to all people, not just the Jews and not
just men.
Does it matter how the gospels came to be written? A study of their origin is part of the quest to
identify what Jesus actually said and so better understand his message. The Jesus Seminar in
America have produced an edition of the three gospels in which they print in red what they think
he certainly said, in pink what he may have said, in grey what he probably did not say and in
black what he certainly did not say. If I can get hold of a copy, I will write a review.
David Hill

O God, our Creator, your kindness has brought us the gift of a new morning.
Help us to leave yesterday and not to covet tomorrow, but to embrace and accept the uniqueness of
today.
(From The Daily Office used by St James's Church, Piccadilly)
This very short prayer concentrates our minds on what is important at the beginning of a new day.
1. The new day is a gift from God. We should thank him. The birds sing his praises. Our pets
(dogs anyway, I don't know much about other animals) are unfailingly pleased to see us when we
come downstairs in the morning. We should follow their example.
Imagine if the sun did not rise and we remained in darkness. It is bad enough during an eclipse. It
may not rise till late in winter, but let us be grateful when it does.
2. Regretting the past and fearing the future distract us from living in the present. It is today that
matters: what we do today, who we meet today, what we think today, what we see today, what
we read today.
And there will not be another day exactly like today, so let us give it and the opportunities it
brings our full attention.
David Hill

Scripture gives us the names of two good angels, who play important roles in human history. One
of these two angels is Michael. While we are not given the name of every angel, the fact that he
is called out by name in Scripture is quite significant. The name Michael means, “Who is like God.”
In the Bible, he is called “one of the chief princes” (Daniel 10:13) and "the great prince” (Daniel
12:1). Most angels in the Bible are portrayed as messengers, but Michael is described in all three
books as contending, fighting, or standing against all evil spirits and principalities.
Michael is usually shown with a sword or carrying the scales of justice. Renaissance paintings show
him wearing armour. These are all symbols of his strength, courage, truth and integrity. Michael is
engaged in a ceaseless war against the forces of evil. His most famous example of this occurred
when he cast Lucifer and his followers out of heaven. How much do you really know about the
archangel Michael? Here are eight biblical facts you should know.
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According to the Testament of Abraham, Michael told Abraham he was about to die. Abraham
asked God if he could see all the wonders of the world so that he could die with no regrets.
Michael developed his guiding expertise by taking Abraham on a tour of the inhabited world.
Afterwards, he took Abraham to prepare for his death.
Despite his great power, Michael is still in total submission to the Lord. His dependence on the
Lord’s power is seen in Jude 1:9: “But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was
disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment,
but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you.'” The righteous angels have a rank and are submissive to authority.
If you take into consideration the strength of Michael, the submission to God is all the more
beautiful.
In Daniel’s last vision, an angel describes how the last days will play out for the Jews. It is at this
time that Michael, “the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people will arise”
(Daniel 12:1). The angel also refers to Michael as Daniel’s prince (Daniel 10:21). The Bible doesn’t
say specifically what standing guard entails, but it’s very clear that Michael has special
responsibilities for Israel.
While there are three Greek words, they are often translated into four English words. In Jude 9,
Michael says to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you!”
Michael directly opposes Satan. Jude mentions that Michael argues with Satan about the body of
Moses. Unfortunately, we’re not given much more detail on what the argument was about. Jude
does share that Michael wasn’t so bold as to pronounce a “railing judgment” but what he does say
is enough to merit biblical reference.
In John’s apocalypse, he sees a great war in heaven: Michael and his angels vs. the dragon
(Satan) and his angels. The devil and his forces are too weak to remain in heaven, however, and
so they are all thrown down to the earth (Revelation 12:7-9).

The archangel Michael has a prominent role in the events of the end times. Daniel was told by the
angel of the Lord that, during the time of the end, Michael will “arise” and there would be a time
of unsurpassed trouble – a reference to the Great Tribulation (Daniel 12:1). Israel is guaranteed
protection during this time, which will be followed by a great resurrection of the dead – some to
everlasting life and others to everlasting shame (Daniel 12:2). The rapture of the church will be
accompanied by “the voice of the archangel” (1 Thessalonians 4:16); this could be a reference to
Michael, but Scripture does not specifically name him here.
The final time the archangel Michael is referenced in Scripture appears in Revelation 12:7. During
the tribulation, “war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon and
his angels fought back.” Michael and the forces of heaven defeat the dragon (Satan) and the
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devil is hurled to the earth. There, enraged, Satan “went off to wage war against…those who
keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus” (Revelation 12:7).
Michael is one of the most fascinating biblical angels. Next to Gabriel and Lucifer (Satan), he is
arguably the most famous angelic being in the Bible. Given we don’t see a ton of references to
Michael in the Bible, the rest is left up to our imagination. While the Bible doesn’t say much about
the archangel Michael, we can turn to the biblical examples we have to make an assessment of
who he is. Most of these references can be found in the book of Daniel. These biblical passages
give us a glimpse not only into his personality, but also his character.

Dance with me,
Dance the long slow dance, the Parkinson
shuffle.
Sweep your arms in an arc of tremoring
abandon.
Lift your hands in a plea for balance,
denied now,
Swallow the meds in rhythm with the
orchestra
As it plays its tuneless chords against
memories of how things once were.
Set aside your shame as saliva drools
From a mouth you hadn't known was open.
Nod in understanding as if you follow
The trains of conversation and laugh when
others do.
They'll think you are following it all,
Until you struggle up from your chair
In pain, stiff with anger at your limbs,
And haul them and your sadness away
To a place
Where no one can hear you scream.
It's not feeling sorry for myself - it's a
statement of symptoms and hopefully raises
awareness of the many facets of having
Parkinson's. Many people don't know the
many different ways it affects us.
Jan Sargent
A mum texts, "Hi! Son, what does IDK, LY, & TTYL mean?" He texts back, "I Don't
Know, Love You, & Talk To You Later." The mum texts him, "It's ok, don't worry about
it. I'll ask your sister, love you too."
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Sunday Skool
Corner
Hello from St Paul’s Sunday School … the last term has seen fun, laughter and
music!
Beatrice and I recently joined St Paul’s and have felt warmly welcomed into the
congregation. Since joining, we have been pleased to have the wonderful opportunity to
help at the Sunday School. During the term we read and discussed many Bible stories
and lessons, with the children entering into the fun of learning. Alongside this we
enjoyed fun craft time and singing classic children’s Church songs.
We discussed the importance of friendship, kindness and generosity along with the
Bible stories. I always feel as a Sunday School helper, it is very special to be able to
join in the learning experience together with the children.
Much fun and laughter was had, with my favourite moment being the girls playing
the sheep game when discussing the Good Shepard story - many giggles were had that
Sunday morning!
Hearing the children singing at Sunday School and in Church has been another
highlight and it is lovely to hear the congregation comment on enjoying hearing the
young voices.
The last Sunday School of term before the summer holidays was a lovely ending to
term with the children being presented with beautiful books in a celebration of
attending Church and Sunday School.

Tamsin
PS Please don’t forget the children’s £2 collection tubes. We shall be gathering them
in towards the end of September so get collecting – The tubes take £1 coins and notes
too!!!
Christine
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We are fortunate in the fact that the number of meeting groups, clubs and other societies is growing
and new members, of course are always welcome, but whom would you contact for details of a
particular group, or, if you wanted to set up a new group how would you advertise it. Well now
those problems are solved, look here. I would like to publish, each month, contact details of each of
our meeting groups, and for new groups, details of what they plan to do.
Group
200 Club
Thursday Morning
Group
Healing/ Pastoral
Care

What
Fundraising
Discussion group,

When, where
Monthly prize draw
Thursdays 10:00am, Meeting room

Flowers

Prayer group & to 10.00am 1st Monday each month,
visit people who
Meeting room, homes, hospital, etc.
are unwell
Church decoration Weekly

Book club

Discussion group

monthly

Kinross and District
Men’s Shed
Craft Group

Men’s activity and
social group

Weekly

Kinross Churches
Together
Music Group

Ecumenical Group

Kelty and District
Loving Hands

We Knit, Sew,
Crochet and
Fundraise for
Charity

Property Convenor

Contact
Christine Croft
Jan Campbell
Fr David or Irene
Stephenson
Jan Campbell
June Lindsay
Margaret Smith
Nan Kennedy,
Jan Campbell
Robert Walker

2nd and 4th Tues each month

Katherine Little
01577 862 745
Jan Campbell

11:00am service, 3rd Sunday each
month
Kelty Community Centre Mondays
12:45 – 2:45pm

Fr David or Anita

Point of contact for any building or grounds

Nesta Hogg or
Christine Croft

Patrick Milne Home

Problems
Grounds

The Church grounds are kindly maintained by Norman Smith
The Peace Garden is maintained by volunteers from Broke not Broken

Magazine Distribution Please contact David Hill or complete the application form at the back of the
magazine if you wish to have a copy posted to you direct.
I am happy to expand this to include groups out with St Paul’s so if you want an “external” society
to be included please send me the details.

June 2019
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

July 2019
Clova Webster
Donated back to church
Robert Walker

1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

Iain Walker
Dennis & Irene Stephenson
Peter Croft
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The membership of the 200 club is steadily increasing, each new member means an increase to the
prize fund so if want to become a member or want to increase you existing membership so that you
have a better chance of winning even more money, contact Christine on christine.croft@gmx.com.

For information on the book group contact Nan Kennedy or Jan Campbell

Contact:

Katherine Little, 21 Beverage Place, 01577 862745

Meetings:

2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings, starting Feb 11th

Contact Jan Campbell for information about Thursday Morning Group activities.

If you would like to become part of the Pastoral Care Group, please do contact us as we would like
to extend the scope of this ministry of St. Paul’s Kinross.

Our music group needs more players. We provide the music for the 11.00am service on the 3 rd
Sunday of each month, if you think you can help, have a reasonable level of competency (which we
will encourage and develop) then why not give it a try, contact Fr David or Anita for more details.

Donations for flowers should be given to Jan Campbell, if you have a special request, please speak
to the team.

Contact Robert Walker for more information on the Kinross and District Men’s Shed.

Contact David Hill for information on the Fossoway and District Men’s Breakfast Group.
Events
6 April - ‘From Business to Ministry’
A Talk by the Rev Sang Yoon Cha, Minister of Alloa St Mungo’s Church
11 May - ‘The Christian Conscience in Political Life’
A Discussion introduced by Gordon Brown

We are a very friendly and welcoming group who meet every week to knit, sew, crochet and
fundraise for charity. At present we support lots of different charities, both at home or abroad, and
also supply essential supplies to numerous hospitals. Please pop along one week to see what we are
up to and join in the fun.
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We know all about everyone who comes to church… don’t we? I will be asking for Volunteers to answer
the following questions each issue, you might be surprised at some of the answers!

I was baptised into God’s family by my uncle, in his church, in Kempsey, Worcestershire, as a three
month old baby. Belonging to a church family was always part of my growing up, with Sunday
schools and attending church schools. As a teenager, I began exploring my faith more deeply and,
thanks to parish at Ealing Abbey, and Cardinal Hume’s young people’s group in Westminster, I
was received into the Catholic Church as young adult. That felt like a homecoming, and gave me
the space, environment and context in which to explore, and grow more deeply in my faith.
I was involved in my local parish in various ways, with both the Children’s Liturgy and helping to
lead the music for Mass. For many years I worked in Catholic schools, taking a full part in the
spiritual life of the schools. For a while I was Lay Chaplain at a large city comprehensive school; it
was a great privilege to work with the young people as they explored and grew in their faith.
Very few of the young people attended church on a regular basis, but school was, for them, their
‘parish’, their faith community. I had the opportunity to read Theology at university just a few
years ago, and that was a great adventure, both personally, academically and spiritually.
My own relationship with God is like a constant conversation. And there have been many times
when, facing particularly difficult times, I have been very aware of God’s presence and peace.
My faith is a paradox, between the God who is totally beyond all that I can imagine, totally
‘other’, and the God in whom I ‘live and move and have my being’. I think to worship God
demands a real leap into the dark, and is an adventure which takes me away from all that has
felt familiar and comfortable, enabling me to journey further into the truth about God and myself.
I find myself at St Paul’s just now, on this part of my journey, and feel I have a home here. I’m so
grateful that the door of church is kept open, for that is how I first came, and how I come most
days. Sitting in the quiet and solitude, lighting a candle and just having the space ’to be’ is, for me,
a very important part of every day.
Emma Youens

First told during prayer time at St. Pauls on March 28th, 2004.
My thoughts today are centred on “moving on”. Most of us at some time have to move house and
it’s my turn to sort out, to discard, to think of what to take and what to keep, what to throw out or
what to give to others. It’s not just the valuable and expensive things that are chosen but also the
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substandard and broken, just as you Father take us. I am taking the ornament with the head stuck
back, on memories of the breakage and the words Dad used when he dropped it, most unchristian,
but a cherished remembrance now. Oh, the photographs – Great Grandma, Great Uncle Tom,
soldiers and sailors with pale brown faded unknown faces, too hard to throw away.
How like our life in faith, all we have collected of the years. We thank you Lord for all who have
made us who we are, have sheltered us from life’s storms, have kept us warm and safe from all
harm – just like an old well-loved house. Thank you too, oh Lord, for the feel and spirt of the house
and the remembrance of all the lives of all the people who have lived in it. I moved from a house
where sisters had drowned in Loch Leven a very long time ago and I’m now moving to one over
210 years old – what will it reveal of itself? So Farther we pray that we will take care what we
leave behind in the house and that our memorise of the fun and laughter of children’s parties,
merry Christmases of eating together with friends, even sadness handled well remain forever with
the house.
We earnestly pray Father for all those without a home, you families in a bed-sit, those who sleep
rough and call a cardboard box or shop doorway, home.
We remember all those who have ministered in this house of saint Pauls, and have left their
memorises, hopes and aspirations in our self-keeping. Thank you for the great happiness of
marriages of christenings celebrated in this place and the support felt and given in the funeral
services where we “move on” to be with god.
Now were not moving far just four doors along and I’m wondering about the removal van and
everything that has go in it and the thoughts that need to go out and my thoughts go to our final
move when we move to your house farther and the phrase “you cant take it with you” comes to
mind. But I don’t believe that lord so I hoped my final flitting van is a big one to hold all the things
I my soul :- the Phil harmonic orchestra, the library, the contents of the garden centre the trees full
of singing birds, the mountains and glens of Scotland and the meadows of England… Not
forgetting my family and family, Great Grandma, Great Uncle Tom, and all the faded unknowns
in the photographs all held in my spirt and soul.
And when the final removal van draws to my front door there on the side I see in big letters the
words

“By appointment of the King of Kings”
“Antiques removed with care”
Margret Smith

We have had quite a few items donated to the church to sell for church funds so we are thought
the best plan would be to hold a “Silent Auction”. These items are an excellent start (some worth
in excess of £100 each!) but to make it successful we need more! These can be objects or offers
of talents etc – anything at all that you think people would pay for and you are willing to donate.
Tobias, Theodore and I will produce a catalogue which will be printed and/or emailed to
everyone. I would be grateful for any donations, offers of help and also everyone sharing the
details with their family and friends.
Many thanks,
Christine (Christine.croft@gmx.com)
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PUNNIES

• A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result
in Linoleum Blownapart.
• Local Area Network in Australia: the LAN down under.
• He often broke into song because he couldn’t find the
key (Lame…or perhaps Flat?)
• A plateau is a high form of flattery.
• The short fortune teller who escaped from prison was a
small medium at large.
• Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed
in the end.
• When you have seen one shopping centre you have seen
the mall.
• Those who jump off a Paris bridge are in Seine.
• When the actress saw her first strands of grey hair, she
thought she’d dye.
• Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead to know basis.
• Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses.
• Acupuncture is a jab well done.
• Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of
defeat.
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At the beginning of 2007 Linda Jaap & Kate
Reeve met across a ball of wool in what
was then Kelty’s Post office shop where Kate
worked. Linda worked for Sky & was part
of their volunteers committee. They were
supporting a lady in Africa who had
appealed for help in providing some basic
baby items for mum’s who were giving birth
in antenatal clinics but had nothing for their
babies. Kate made lots of packs of
blankets, cardies & hats to be sent out but
unfortunately this soon had to stop. The
lady trying to help the situation was unable
to get parcels from the docks because
officials were asking too much “bribe”
money to release them. This story of
newborn babies being wrapped in paper to
be taken back to the villages soon became
known as the '‘fish & chip babies” & the
appeal for help went viral, with probably
millions of ‘fish & chip’ jumpers being made
over the following years.
In June 2007 Linda was asked by Sky to
attend a 3 day knitathon in Kirkcaldy during
Volunteers week, with the aim of seeing if
there were people in the community who
would like to be involved in some voluntary
work. From there the idea for Loving Hands
was born
& the ethos was to match up their skills with
the needs of charities or worthy causes
around Scotland, the UK & globally.
The first ‘official’ meeting of Loving Hands
took place on Monday 6th August 2007 in
Kelty Community Centre with Linda & Kate
as the founder members. They were
gradually joined by other ladies as word
spread & in 2008 a website was set up - www.lovinghands.org.uk
Through contacts on the site groups were formed around the UK & there are now about 21
independent groups in existence.
Linda retired from Loving Hands in February 2015 & the Kelty & District group continues to be
coordinated by Kate Reeve. Our membership has now grown to 38 regulars who come from all
parts of Fife, Perth & Kinross & Stirlingshire. There are also many ‘outworkers’ who aren’t able to
get to meetings but enjoy making things for us & follow our activities on Facebook – Kelty &
District Loving Hands. The website is still flourishing & is managed by Kate Gaunt, a lady based
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in Nottinghamshire. She runs an online Forum for
people who don’t have an outlet in their area for
their handiwork. They can send their donations to
Kate who passes them on to various charities.
The amount of work put in by our Kelty group is
phenomenal. We support many charities with our
handiwork & fundraising & we were all thrilled
recently to be nominated as one of three finalists
in Kingdom FM’s Local Heroes community groups
category. The award ceremony takes place on
the 23rd of August so everyone will be waiting
with bated breath for the outcome. Let’s hope the
champagne will be flowing!!!
Kate Reeve
We meet at the Kelty Community every Monday
from 12.30 until 2.45 and everyone is very
welcome. We are very happy that a group of
disabled people and their carers now attend
every week. When they first came many didn’t
know how to knit or crochet….they do now! There
is always someone willing to show people and
help them learn. We always have wool and
needles available so why don’t you come along
and join our happy group. Our tag line – “We
knit, sew, crochet and fundraise for Charities”.
We also drink tea, eat chocolate and laugh and
talk….a lot!
Christine

Days ago, Nan phoned me out of the blue… Yes, it was that rare beasts, a nice sunny day…
asking if we could meet up and bring us up to date with life over the past months with all its
vagaries.
The starting point was the Baptism of her first grandchild. As many of you will know this took
place at the end of the normal 11 o’clock service at St Paul’s.
From then on lots began happening in Nan’s life. The short cut is condensed into a few words –
Warrock, Edinburgh, London, Stornoway, Inverness! But to give these places more meat, Nan’s
mother became ill and was flown to Raigmore Hospital in Inverness. Going back afterwards was a
no-go, as far as living at home. As there are only 3 homes for the elderly on the island, a long
wait was likely. Happily, a place became available recently, and the outcome is her mother is now
happily settled. Sadly, during this time, Nan’s aunt passed away at Stornoway, occasioning more
travel, London - Edinburgh, Inverness - Stornoway. Strange how in families, one person departs life
and another arrives.
Nan did manage to go to the General Synod in Edinburgh, that is likely to be her last involvement
as the coming 3 years Nan and David will be in North America for months at a time. This is a
journey they promised to make before age and health became a problem. Nan has promised to
give us progress reports about this journey and what’s happening with the rest of the family. As I
speak, their boat is heading to Southampton down the west coast to be taken onboard a vessel
which is shipping theirs and many others to the US of A.
25

All her charity and churchwork has come to the end of a chapter. I felt that Nan was a little sad at
giving up the Brownies after 30 years.
On behalf of us all, I gave Nan our best wishes. In return, she promised to send us updates on their
American journey.
Jim Henry

This biblical event appears in each of the Gospel books as an important moment in the life of
Jesus and evidence of his divinity. After Jesus performs a series of miracles and foretells His own
death, Jesus leads just three of his disciples, Peter, James and John, to a "high mountain." This is
where the Transfiguration takes place in which his appearance was radiantly transformed.
The transfiguration of Jesus Christ was a powerful demonstration of His divine nature and
manifestation of His glory, which Jesus possessed prior to coming to earth in the human body. This
revelation is referenced in a passage in the Apostle Paul's message to Phillippi. "Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians
2:5-11 KJV).
It's impossible to appreciate what's going on with the Transfiguration unless you consciously factor
in the reality that this remarkable scene takes place just a few days after Jesus had, for the very
first time, told his disciples He was going to die. And when he told his disciples, in Matthew 16:21,
He was going to die, they were offended and scandalized. Peter, speaking for the group,
grabbed Jesus and said, "far be it from you [to die], it can't happen." Jesus was, of course, upset
with Peter and told him, "you savour the things of man and not of God."
This (Transfiguration) is about three years into a three-and-a-half-year ministry. This is after, for
months and years, those disciples had followed Jesus, they had seen his miracles, they had done
miracles in His name. They knew something palpably and objectively about the power and the
reality of who Jesus was, and yet, when He began to talk about dying it was staggering to the
disciples and they began to wonder if He was really the Messiah. Therefore, for that reason, Jesus
took three, Peter, James and John, into a high mountain apart, away from the other apostles.
Jesus takes Peter, James, and John into a very secluded place and He begins to pray. He asked
the disciples to pray and they fall asleep. Then, as they wake up, they see Jesus standing before
them with an indescribable manifestation of light and glory which will be His when he reigns as
King in days to come. He had laid aside that external glory and for just a few minutes as they
watched they see him transfigured (metamorphized is the Greek word). The point is that the
caterpillar had become a butterfly, the one who had so carefully veiled his physical glory took it
to himself for a brief moment. The whole purpose of that experience was to reinforce the
staggering faith of those apostles. That's exactly what Peter gets out of it when he remembers it
and says we did not bring you cunningly devised fables, we made known to you the power of
Jesus because we were with Him in the holy mountain. We know He is Messiah and will reign as
Messiah because we saw His physical glory.
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The point of the Transfiguration was to reinforce the staggering faith of the apostles. As Jesus,
Peter, James, and John return from the mountain, they find the other apostles trying to drive a
demon out of a man and unable to do so. When they ask why the exorcism won't work, Jesus says
it is because of their staggering faith. In the context, what is it that has staggered their faith? It
was Jesus' message that He is going to die and that is exactly what the Transfiguration is all
about. In such an interesting and compelling way, the Transfiguration illustrates what a careful,
sensitive, creative and resourceful teacher Jesus was.
He had been trying to get His impending death across to the disciples and sees how desperately
crippled they are by the announcement. So He is sensitive enough, some days later, to provide
that sort of a condescending object lesson, where God condescends to give him that physical glory
just to reinforce their faith.
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Christine and I have just returned from our three weeks away. Nothing particularly financial about
that although we did spend a lot of money having a good time! I have been able to balance the
church accounts up to the end of June and they look fine showing a surplus of £6063 of income
over expenditure. You can sense the “but” coming and you would be correct.
All of the surplus to date is money that has been given specifically for the refurbishment
programme that is steadily evolving. Also in the final three months of our financial year costs are
usually higher than income although that might not be so if we could get back the money owed to
us from a National Insurance refund. We are incurring a lot of expense repairing our Rectory at
the moment and we are due our Quinquennial which may highlight some other areas of
expenditure.
Still overall the generosity of our congregation continues to keep us afloat and your support of
fund raising activities such as the quiz night is very much appreciated. There are other events
planned and we hope you can continue that support.
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Sherlock Holmes and
Dr. Watson went on a
camping trip. After a good
meal and a bottle of
wine, they lay down for the
night, and went to
sleep. Some hours later,
Holmes awoke and nudged
his faithful friend. "Watson,
look up at the sky and tell
me what you see."
Watson replied, "I see
millions and millions of
stars."
"What does that tell
you?" Holmes asked.
Watson pondered for a
minute.
"Astronomically, it tells me that there are
millions of galaxies and potentially
billions of planets. Astrologically, I
observe that Saturn is in
Leo. Horologically, I deduce that the
time is approximately aquarter past
three. Theologically, I can see that God
is all-powerful and that we are small and
insignificant. Meteorologically, I suspect
that we will have a beautiful day
tomorrow. What does it tell you?"
Holmes was silent for a minute, then
spoke. "Watson, you idiot. Somebody
has stolen our tent!"
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A Prayer for St Paul’s
Growing Congregations
Holy, heavenly Trinity,
three in one and one in three,
we long to glimpse your perfect
Majesty.
Devoted God,
cradling Father,
thank you for St Paul’s Church
as place, sanctuary, tranquillity,
a haven of peace in the
relentlessness of daily life.
Devoted God,
befriending Christ,
thank you for St Paul’s Church
as people, family,
companions on the Way,
disciples called to tell your stories,
to bear each other’s joys
and sorrows, and to share your
precious Gospel gift.
Devoted God, refreshing Spirit,
thank you for St Paul’s Church
as presence,
steward of your love,
channel of your grace,
herald of your coming Kingdom.
In our prayers, help us to listen
for your constant whisper of
encouragement. Inspire our
decisions, sharpen our vision and
lead us out as messengers and
healers into your wounded yet
wonderful world.
Amen.
© Vestry of St Paul’s, Kinross
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