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Hidden Entrepreneurs – Traidcraft Exchange can double donations up to 11 April 2018! 
Across the world, there are hundreds of thousands of people, who, despite the hard work they do every 
day, don’t earn enough to afford life’s basic necessities. But when people in low-income countries receive 
training in proven business skills – to add to their natural will to succeed – they can turn a profit from the 
work they do, and use it to feed their families and educate their children. They can build a better future for 
their families and their communities – for generations to come. That’s what Traidcraft Exchange is all about. 
Traidcraft Exchange can bring people together, helping them save money as a group, providing the training 
they need – everything from goat rearing to book-keeping – and linking them in to local support so they 
can continue to succeed for years to come. 
Any money donated will support Hidden Entrepreneurs in Kenya, Senegal and Bangladesh. Each donation 
will be matched pound for pound by the UK Government, meaning that twice as many people can be 
supported across the world. With your investment, these entrepreneurs can learn the skills they need to turn 
their potential into profit – and use that to feed their families and educate their children. 
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Address St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church 

(part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion) 

Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY 

Telephone 01577 864299 

Email office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com 

Website www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk 

Facebook www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross 

Rector Fr David Mackenzie-Mills 

01577 863795 

frdavidkinross@gmail.com 

The 2018 St Paul’s Vestry members are: 

Fr David Mackenzie-Mills Rector and Vice Chair  frdavidkinross@gmail.com   

Hilary Bennison Chair  hilarybennison@gmail.com   

Christine Croft People’s Warden   christine.croft@gmx.com 

Peter Croft Treasurer malajafli@gmx.com   

Jim Henry Lay Representative, 

Sacristan  

01577 864452 

Nan Kennedy Alternate Lay 

Representative, Secretary  

nan@familykennedy.com 

Loretta Knaggs  01577865133 

Rev Fliss Shaw Rector’s Warden rev.fmshaw@btinternet.com 

Irene Stephenson  Denisroyal63@gmail.com 

Fiona Ward PVG Co-Ordinator fionaruth@live.co.uk 

Rita Watt  rita.watt@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
Jesus went to Jerusalem willingly, knowing what was about to happen.  That was his sacrifice for us 

all.  He made such a difference to the whole world but that would be difficult for us to achieve!  This 

edition shows how we can all make a difference, slowly and perhaps to just one person at a time.  

Can you imagine if everyone did this, what a world we would live in?  Life would be so different if 

we all put others first and didn’t think “what’s in it for me?”.  From a purely selfish point of view it 

also makes you happy when you see the result of a kind word, a generous gesture, a helping hand, 

a shoulder to cry on or just simply a hug.  These things do not cost you anything but could make such 

a difference to someone who is lonely, bereaved, suicidal, depressed, ill or just simply down on their 

luck financially.  What can you do today? 

Thank you all for your lovely comments to myself and Tobias regarding the first magazine.  We 

really appreciated it.  We have both thoroughly enjoyed putting it all together, keep the articles 

coming in please! 

 
Christine - christine.croft@gmx.com or phone 07975 845352 
 
PS Did you realise that the headers are all slices taken from photos of our very own stained-glass 
windows?  Whoever likes jigsaws, find which ones they come from!  

mailto:office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com
http://www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk/
mailto:frdavidkinross@gmail.com
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In response to a growing interest in what I get up to week by week, this month I’ve attempted to 

outline a broad sweep of activities. It is by no means a picture of an average week because there’s 

no such thing in this kind of occupation, neither does it suggest I do all these things every week 

because that would lead to burnout! 

Not surprisingly, Sundays are the easiest to quantify with up to three separate services (Holy 

Communion, Sung Eucharist and Evensong with hymns). For quite some time, a few of us had been 

meeting on Mondays and Wednesdays for Morning Prayer although time, distance and family 

needs have often made this difficult. Prayers are still very much said as part of the church’s continuous 

rhythm of worship, just not so frequently ‘on site’ as they once were. You’ll often find me at church 

on Tuesday mornings for our midweek Holy Communion, an important aspect of the Church’s liturgical 

heartbeat that is widely practiced and appreciated across the Anglican Communion. Thursdays tend 

to be punctuated by our morning study group and my afternoon Rector’s Hour when anyone can 

pop into the church office and find me there for a chat. 

I am very grateful to the team of visitors who now take Communion, known as the Reserved 

Sacrament, to housebound members of St Paul’s. It is vital that people who are unable to attend 

church in person can share in the bread and wine that are blessed at our Sunday Eucharists. We 

remain extremely grateful to the unknown individual who donated a very valuable Home 

Communion kit to the church. This frees me up to visit folk on a purely relaxed, pastoral footing. Of 

course I still keep my hand in from time to time! 

Ministers who are part of Kinross Churches Together are rota’d in for services at the Kinross Centre, 

Whyte Court, Causeway Court and the Sycamores. We also provide a chaplaincy at Kinross High 

School and lead several assemblies throughout the year for each of the Houses (I am responsible 

for Benarty House). I am also the chaplain to the Air Training Corps in Kinross (1145 Detached Flight) 

who gather on Monday and Wednesday evenings; St Paul’s has been fortunate to host them on 

several occasions, most recently on Christmas Eve for a centenary commemoration. 

I also have several diocesan responsibilities; I attend and sometimes host Area Councils that are held 

across the diocese (to which any member of any church is also welcome to attend!). I am also a 

member of the Standing Committee, the body that oversees the work of the diocese including the 

Mission Board, the Administration Board, Clergy Development, the ‘Growing Congregations’ 

Initiative, Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) and the Overseas Committee that promotes links 

with the diocese of Calcutta. I also represent the diocese at General Synod, the main governing 

body of the Scottish Episcopal Church that gathers once a year in Edinburgh. 

I hope that, in some small way, all of these various activities help to keep St Paul’s very much on our 

community’s RADAR and shows we are very much a central part of its vibrant and diverse life. 

 
Fr. David 
 

 “If you can’t fly, then run, If you can’t run, then walk, If you can’t walk, then crawl, 

but whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.” –Martin Luther King Jr. 



5 

 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

8am Morning Prayer (said quietly in the warmth of the Meeting Room!) 

(1st Mondays) 10am Pastoral Care group (Side chapel) 

Tuesdays 

11am Informal Holy Communion (celebrated in the Church Office) 

Thursdays  

10.30am Thursday morning Discussion Group 

(usually in the Meeting Room unless otherwise advertised.)  

3.30pm – 4.30pm Rector’s Hour – an opportunity to drop in and speak to the Rector in the Church 

Office 

March Services and Events: 

Sunday 25th: PALM SUNDAY  
8.30am Holy Communion with Blessing of palms  
11am Sung Eucharist with Liturgy of palms, procession and dramatic reading of the Passion 
according to St Mark  
5pm Taize service for Holy Week  
 
HOLY WEEK SERVICE AT ST PAUL’S  
(Please see the Kinross Churches Together Facebook page for a full list of services across the 
churches)  
Thursday 29th: MAUNDY THURSDAY  
(11am Diocesan Chrism Mass – St Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth)  
8pm Sung Eucharist with Footwashing, Stripping the Altar and the Watch until 10pm  
Friday 30th: GOOD FRIDAY  
9am Liturgy of the Cross  
2pm Ecumenical Service for The Last Hour  
 Saturday 31st: EASTER EVE  
9pm Easter Vigil with first Sung Eucharist of Easter  
  
April Services and Events:  

Sunday 1st: EASTER DAY  
(7.30am Lochside Service)  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Whole Church Sung Eucharist  
  
Sunday 8th: Easter 2  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Whole Church Sung Eucharist and ‘In Conversation’ with Marg Meade on Fair Trade  
 
Sunday 15th: Easter 3  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Sung Eucharist  
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Sunday 22nd: Earth Day  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Environment-focussed Sung Eucharist  
  
Sunday 29th: Easter 5  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Lay-led Service of the Word and Sung Eucharist  
 
May Services and Events 

Sunday 6th: Easter 6  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Sung Eucharist  
  
Sunday 13th: ASCENSION SUNDAY  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Sung Eucharist  
  
Sunday 20th: DAY OF PENTECOST  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Whole Church Sung Eucharist  
  
Sunday 27th: Pentecost 2 (Proper 8)  
8.30am Holy Communion  
11am Sung Eucharist  
5.30pm Said Evensong with hymns  
 
 

 
This edition I have asked the most important lay person at Church.  He is the first one to arrive and the last 

to leave.  He makes sure that each and every service flows without any mishaps.  He makes sure we never 

run out of essential supplies. He… well, I could go on but you all know who I am talking about!  It was with 

great interest that I read the story about his Christian journey so far and I’m sure you will all agree.  Thank 

you, Jim, long may this journey last. 

My Faith journey to St Paul’s by Jim Henry 
When I was a teenager way back in the sixties, I had my first real contact with St Paul’s.  This was in the tin 
hut, not the church.  The attraction was Beetle Drives and card games followed by a feed of sandwiches with 
cake and tea…. such fun.  The Rector was Rev. Lind who, with his wife, spent a lot of time in the vegetable 
garden. 

The next encounter with a church was when I moved to the Scottish Borders.  I had a distant cousin, Maria, 
who lived in Hawick.  Just as a side line, she was named after Miss Maria Reid of Tillyrie.  The Reid’s were 
patrons of St Paul’s, the west window is one of their memorials.  Most free weekends I spent with Maria and 
her family and on Sunday’s we went to St Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church for the morning service at 11am. 

After many years away from Scotland I came back to look after my aged Dad.  At that time Keith was the 
Rector.  I liked him, he was easy going and modern in his outlook.  He now lives in Perth. 

Then along came Marion whom I could relate to with ease and found the early morning service to my liking 
with the result that I found myself more and more at St Paul’s. 

Next was the arrival of David, by now I was totally hooked on St Paul’s and it got better and better.  So it 
goes, would you credit it he has been with us for 5 years.  All these years of his amazing inspiring Ministry. 

My Faith Journey continues.  My thanks and prayers to all who have been and still share it with me.  
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St Paul’s Vestry met on 15th January and again on 26th February. Both meetings had very long agendas 

which were a real challenge to get through in the time available, but we did!  We covered a lot of important 

church business, both routine and special, and are already valuing the input of our new members.  

One discussion topic has been around communication and ways to improve this. We are keen that you, the 

congregation, know what is happening at St Paul’s and hear about the work of Vestry - hence this article, 

and the placing of Vestry minutes (once approved) on the notice board at the back of church. Please do 

have a read! We also have the magazine, which helps keep everyone informed and involved – please 

contact Christine if you wish to contribute yourself. Vestry do want to hear what you think about what’s going 

on at St Paul’s, so please have a chat with myself or any member of the Vestry, ask any questions, and share 

your thoughts.  

One area we are keen to develop this year is Fundraising. As you know the money we spend to keep 

St Paul’s going exceeds our income, and this is simply not sustainable.  Vestry are looking at ways to increase 

our income through small and bigger fundraising initiatives. This will include asking people to collect their £2 

coins (see the Sunday Skool page for details!) for St Paul’s, and holding a Gift Day at harvest time (more 

details to come).  We would like to hold some social events this year to help raise money and are keen to 

know what kind of things you might be interested in, and who might be able to help organise these. We are 

considering events like a race night, a quiz night or even a talent show - so please let Vestry know what 

your thoughts are and have a think about how you might help.  One interesting suggestion is that people 

could pay NOT to come to an event…and another, raised by a member of the congregation, is that we 

should have a chosen charity to support, perhaps overseas to support our wider mission, and fundraise both 

for ourselves and for them.  Please let us know what you think! 

Another key topic for Vestry has been same sex marriage. Following the decision of the General Synod last 

year to permit the marriage of same sex couples in our churches, Father David has indicated his preference 

that he be licensed to perform such services at St Paul’s.  Any priest who wishes to do this must be licensed 

by their diocese to do so, first submitting a formal request to the Bishop accompanied by a minute of the 

Vestry of their church supporting such a request.  At this time there would appear to be support within the 

Vestry to support Father David’s wish to be licensed, but Vestry members are keen to seek the views of the 

wider congregation. We acknowledge that whatever decision is made eventually, there may be those who 

will feel marginalised. We are therefore taking things slowly, prayerfully but confidently that the right 

decision for St Paul’s will be the result. We will be discussing this matter again at our next Vestry meeting 

and would very much welcome your views on this. 

Fabric is a standing item on Vestry agendas, and work on property repairs and reordering of the church 

interior continue.  We are delighted that the new lighting has been successfully installed and is a huge 

improvement – people have commented it is easier to read the hymnbooks now and also it focusses more on 

the sanctuary area, highlighting our lovely stained-glass window and also enabling the congregation to see 

the actions of the priest, for example during the consecration of the elements. Huge thanks go to Peter Croft 

for all his work with arranging and overseeing this work as well as dealing with the finances!  Vestry are 

now starting to explore the next stage of the church refurbishment work, which is around the levelling of the 

church floor, installation of new heating and the removal of the pews.  This will help make the church a more 

accessible, versatile and attractive space for everyone.  

Our next Vestry meeting has been postponed to Monday 23rd April, and we would appreciate your prayers 

for this.  Further meetings are planned for 21st May, 25th June, 20th Aug, 1st Oct, 12th Nov and after the 

Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday 2nd December.  

Hilary Bennison 

Vestry Chair  



8 

 
Time is definitely flying. We have today, March 1st, entered into the 6th month of our accounting year. How are we 

doing? Well we are making progress on a number of fronts. Firstly, I can almost say goodbye to the Listed Places of 

Worship Roof Repair Fund. When I get the end of February bank statement the final tranche of grant money should 

be there. It has taken a long time to get to this stage and we still have to get the VAT back from the Government and 

they certainly take their time. 

Our next building project, the lighting and re-wiring, took a lot less time to complete as it is now finished. Apart from 

the VAT reclaim that is. Still I trust everyone thinks it is worthwhile? I am impressed and the company who dealt with it 

have been very good.  

So what is the next project? How about making the interior of our church a much homelier place, warmer, better sound, 

better seating, safer, more community useful, easier for David to help us worship more flexibly. Sounds interesting, 

what do you think? We have already had one contribution towards the costs, so you could say we are on our way but 

your thoughts on the matter are worth hearing.  

On the financial front we have had some good news from Customs and Excise. They have finally agreed to religious 

charities being able to claim help with Employers National Insurance payments. This agreement is backdated three 

years so we should get a refund of up to £8,000 but I am not sure when we get it. We also had a very good discussion 

on fund raising at the last Vestry and we would ask for your support for any events that we organise. Getting people 

from outwith our congregation to come would be most beneficial.  

Bye for now, I have a snowdrift to clear.  

Peter Croft 

 
One of the things we agreed at the last Vestry meeting was to re-promote our existing fundraising initiatives.  These 

include easyfundraising, which I personally have used for many years now, supporting four different charities over 

this time, and it really is an incredibly simple way to raise money if you shop on line, and help to make a difference!  

Basically, instead of going direct to the retailer’s own website, you access these through 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk. There are also easyfundraising apps for smartphones, so you can use this 

easily from a smartphone or tablet/iPad. You have access to a wide range of retailers (over 3,000) and you shop 

in the usual way from their websites. You pay the normal cost, and the retailer will donate an amount to St Paul’s as 

a commission for your purchase!  They are very small amounts- often pennies- but add up- at the time of writing we 

have £65.40 raised in this way from 12 registered supporters.  

The first time you will need to register with an email address and a password and choose your cause to support. If 

you want to support St Paul’s, here you choose St Paul’s Kinross. You will see a photo of the church and a description 

of what we do. You can also get to this page direct by going to 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpaulsk/    and then click “join us”.  Once registered, you choose if you 

want to receive emails and other notifications.  Then you start shopping… and every purchase will raise a donation. 

I usually shop from the app downloaded on my iPad and it’s really simple – you stay logged in so don’t need to 

remember any extra passwords.   

There are some retailers (such as insurance services and utilities) who offer big donations of up to £30 but most are 

small. My last ten donations range from 2 pence to £1.05, and you can view your own account to see what you 

have raised.  It really is easy to use - you can save your favourite retailers to see at first, or just search for a 

particular shop, and then you order and pay as usual from their regular site. For instance, I recently decided to send 

my Mum flowers for Mothering Sunday, and so chose a trusted flower retailer from the “gifts and flowers” category, 

placed my order (using a discount code I had!) and boom, that was 65p of that sale going to St Paul‘s at no cost to 

me.  A really easy way to do shopping and raise money!  

1.4 million people use easyfundraising and have raised over £20 million for 110,000 good causes.   Why not join 

us and help make a difference to St Paul’s in this way?  

Hilary Bennison  (a self-confessed internet shopaholic)  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpaulsk/
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Our main aim was to develop a service that was a little different to other larger charities. We knew 

we would be able to be more effective if we could get to know our clients a bit better and find out 

what was going on in their lives and how we could best help them, one to one. What we didn't know 

was: would any one use the food bank? Would anyone donate food? Would anyone support what 

we were doing?  

Sadly, the answer to the first question was yes. More than we knew. The answer the second question 

was an overwhelming yes. We are constantly amazed at the generous nature the people of Kinross 

exhibit every week in the food drop off, every year at the hamper events and at fundraising events 

help throughout the year. So, the answer to the third question was yes too.   

I believe we have made a difference in so many different and sometimes unexpected ways. We 

have made a difference to individuals using the food bank directly, and really food is the smallest 

way we have made a difference to them. We have listened, consoled and understood their issues 

and the difficulties they often face. We have made a difference to their families and in some cases 

the quality of life and childhoods of their children. I believe we have made a difference to Kinross. 

Having a channel to be able to use to know you are directly helping those struggling in your own 

community is a very special thing.   

We have made a difference to our community and are now a regular part of the local schools’ 

campaign of giving and kindness, we speak to the children about the importance of giving and how 

it makes us feel.  

We have made a difference in each other’s lives, created long standing friendships, and bonds with 

other groups, charities, businesses and communities across Scotland. As a committee we have grown 

in confidence and experience, although there are still times when we feel we are winging it!!  

We are grateful every day for people in our community who have made a difference to us, made 

us better people and made us want to work harder and faster to improve their lives and tackle 

poverty. 

Anne and Clare 

 

 “One person can make a difference, and everyone should try.”– John F. 

Kennedy 

 

 “If you can’t feed one hundred people, feed one.” – Mother Theresa 

 

 “Believe that what you do matters and will make a difference in people’s 

lives. You don’t have to save the world in one stroke, but you can make a difference 

by one person at a time.” - Anonymous 
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Jesus made a huge difference in our lives… so we want to make a difference too. We brainstormed 

and decided we were going to try to raise funds for our church. We are hopefully going to do 

this in two ways… 

 

The first way is by running a “Guess The amount of Easter Eggs In The Jar” game. You can 

pay £2 for 3 guesses on how many Easter eggs are in the jar… we promised we washed our 

hands before counting them! The winner gets the jar and its contents! 

 

The second way is by using some of the tubes left over from the Easter eggs. The tubes are a 

perfect size for a £2 coin… so we are urging the congregation to either donate your £2 coins 

here each week or take a tube away with you to collect £2 coins with friends and family. As we 

collect the coins, we are going to take rubbings of them, and then use them as bricks to fill in 

an outline of the church.  

 

We always feel loved by the congregation, they’re like our family. They always support us… so 

we’d like to support them in helping to fundraise for our amazing church! 

 

Thank you for helping us. 

 

- Tobias and the rest of the Sunday 

School Children 

  

Sunday Skool 

Corner 
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We are fortunate in the fact that the number of meeting groups, clubs and other societies is growing 

and new members, of course are always welcome, but whom would you contact for details of a 

particular group, or, if you wanted to set up a new group how would you advertise it.  Well now 

those problems are solved, look here.  I would like to publish, each month, contact details of each of 

our meeting groups, and for new groups, details of what they plan to do. 

Group What When, where Contact 

200 club Fundraising Monthly prize draw Christine Croft 

Thursday Morning 

Group 

Discussion group,  Thursdays 10:00am, Meeting room Jan Campbell 

Traidcraft/ 

Fairtrade 

Sales stall  After 11:00am service, 3rd Sunday 

each month, Meeting room 

TBA 

Healing/ Pastoral 

Care 

Prayer group 10:00am 1st Monday each month, 

Meeting room 

Fr David or Sue Jones 

Healing/ Pastoral 

Care 

To visit people 

who are unwell 

Homes, hospital, etc. Sue Jones 

Flowers Church decoration Weekly Christina Rodger 

Book club Discussion group monthly Nan Kennedy, Jan 

Campbell 

Kinross and District 

Men’s Shed 

Men’s activity and 

social group 

Weekly Robert Walker 

Craft Group  2nd and 4th Tues each month Katherine Little 

01577 862 745 

Kinross Churches 

Together 

Ecumenical Group As described in article Sue Jones 

Music Group  11:00am service, 3rd Sunday each 

month 

Fr David or Anita 

Kelty and District 

Loving Hands 

We Knit, Sew and 

Crochet for 

Charity 

Kelty Community Centre Mondays 

12:45 – 2:45pm 

Nesta Hogg or 

Christine Croft 

 

I am happy to expand this to include groups out with St Paul’s so if you want an “external” society 

to be included please send me the details. 

February 2019 

1st Prize Jim Henry 

2nd Prize Delia Montgomery 

3rd Prize Christina Rodger 

 

March 2019 

1st Prize Iris Smith 

2nd Prize Anne Fuller 

3rd Prize Delia Montgomery 

The membership of the 200 club is steadily increasing, each new member means an increase to the 

prize fund and also to Church funds so if want to become a member or want to increase you existing 

membership so that you have a better chance of winning even more money, contact Christine on 

christine.croft@gmx.com. 

For information on the book group contact Nan Kennedy or Jan Campbell   
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Contact: Katherine Little, 21 Beverage Place, 01577 862745 

Meetings:  2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings, starting Feb 11th   

Contact Jan Campbell for info about Thursday Morning Group activities. 

If you would like to become part of the Pastoral Care Group, please do contact us as we would like 

to extend the scope of this ministry of St. Paul’s Kinross.  

Our music group needs more players.  We provide the music for the 11:00am service on the 3rd 

Sunday of each month, if you think you can help, have a reasonable level of competency (which we 

will encourage and develop) then why not give it a try, contact Fr David or Anita for more details.  

Our Fairtrade contact was of course Pat Payne who regrettably has just passed away and 

will be sadly missed by everyone at St Paul’s. She was so passionate about Fairtrade, if 

anyone would like to continue Pat’s brilliant work please speak to someone on Vestry, Thank you. 

Thank you to all who have donated money over the last year for flowers.   

The new diary for 2018 is now in the back of Church, if you would like to choose a date for 2018 

please put your name in or contact me on 01577 863785 or email christina@westerloan.plus.com.  

There are no flowers during Lent and Advent.  Christina.  

Contact Robert Walker for more information on the Kinross and District Men’s Shed. 

Contact David Hill for information on the Fossoway and District Men’s Breakfast Group. 

We are a very friendly and welcoming group who meet every week to knit, sew and crochet for 

charity.  At present we support 12 different charities, and this number is growing all the time.  We 

have also donated £7,000 plus to various good causes during the last year alone.  Please pop 

along one week to see what we are up to and join in the fun. 

Have you any unwanted (but in good condition) duvet covers, sheets, curtains or material that you 

could donate please? We have taken over Heidi’s Heart Pillows for mastectomy patients as Sandra 

was finding it too much to fit in with her family and 2 jobs.  We supply pillows to cancer wards all 

over Scotland and therefore need the material to make them.  We also need to raise funds to buy 

the stuffing (which for hygiene reasons must be new) and to pay the postage to hospitals too far 

away for us to deliver them ourselves.  Any help would be gratefully received. Thank you, Christine. 

mailto:christina@westerloan.plus.com
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When was the last time God closed a door for you and you thanked Him? When was the last time 
that you didn’t get what you wanted; what you thought you needed? Did you thank God then? 
Lately I’ve been faced with a lot of closed doors. A lot of things haven’t worked out as planned or 

as hoped. A lot of things haven’t been in my favour. I’d walk through one door, only for it to be shut 

in front of me. All the doors I’ve been trying so eagerly to enter have been closed. I’ve been stuck 

wondering, “what now?”, “what comes next”? I’ve spent so much time trying to make things work. 

Trying to stay. Trying, trying, trying. Hoping, that this time it’ll work out. Praying that this time will 

be it. This time will be the final time. Please, this time, work. I’d find myself feeling desperate. Calling 

out into the night to Him. “God, I know you hear me. I know you’re watching and listening. But why? 

Why is it every effort I attempt, I fail? Why wasn’t I deserving of that opportunity? Why didn’t they 

stick around? Why am I still trying and searching? Why hasn’t it worked out for me?”  

It’s natural to want to ask God why. To be frustrated and upset with Him. To have a long list of 

questions and contemplations. But instead of asking him why, I think we should thank Him. Thank him 

for all those closed doors. All those decisions He made for you. Thank Him for those things that didn’t 

work out. We don’t always see it right then, but those closed doors mean He has something better 

planned. That wasn’t where you needed to be. Those things, that person, that place, they weren’t 

meant for you. I’ve always seen closed doors as a missed opportunity, as a, I’m sorry”, maybe next 

time. I’ve always felt so dissatisfied when things didn’t work out, when I didn’t get what I so 

desperately thought I wanted.  

But now, I’m starting to see the bigger picture. I’m allowing my perspective to change. My grip to 

loosen up. I needed to see things differently. I realized that those closed doors aren’t missed 

opportunities. Those closed doors are closed for a reason. They weren’t your doors to walk though. 

When the right door comes along, you’ll know it. You’ll feel it in your bones and you’ll be glad that 

He didn’t let you settle, that He didn’t let you in. You’ll be glad you thanked Him for closing all those 

doors and leaving the right ones opened. I still cry out to Him into the night, except this time it sounds 

different. It sounds like this “God, I know you hear me. I know you’re watching and listening. I know 

you want what’s best for me. I know you are leading me somewhere. I know you are making all 

things perfect in your own time. Thank you. Thank you for taking your time with me. Thank you for 

being patient with me and giving me the strength I need when things aren’t easy. Thank you for not 

giving me what I wanted, but for giving me the things You know I needed. Thank you for all the 

closed doors and where they will lead me”. 

The next time your plan doesn’t work out or you don’t get what you wanted, thank Him. Remember 

He closed that door with a purpose and a plan, much, much better.  

 

By Katie Rochelle, June 16th 2017 

(Found on the Internet, I thought it a very interesting way at looking at life. Christine) 

 
  

Some of God’s Greatest Gifts… 

…are unanswered prayers. 
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I think most of us at some time have enjoyed the film “The Sound of Music”.  Well one of the songs 

is “My Favourite Things”, hence my title” Snowflakes and Daffodils” because they are two of my 

favourite things – why – well snowflakes, the beauty of them, the softness, the quietness of them 

falling and the amazing fact that I cannot comprehend is that each one of them is unique. Think of 

the mountain tops, the ski slopes and the artic landscape, how can this be? But in some way, this 

helps me so much when I find my faith a puzzlement that many spiritual things are just beyond my 

comprehension, but if God creates every snowflake there is nothing He cannot do.  

 

Now for the fun bit, when my grandchildren were little, Katie five and Rory 3 who at that time lived 

in Florida, they came across for Christmas.  They had never played in the snow and were desperate 

to do so, each day we watched and waited, nothing.  Oh! the disappointment, then the day before 

they were to fly home, it happened, we left their Mam with all the packing and headed for the hills 

at Stronachie. We played and played and a snow guy was built – note snow guy and not snowman, 

However, at the end of the afternoon they could not bear to leave him behind because he would 

be so cold and alone! So Rory carried the head and Katie struggled down with the body and after 

much pleading head and body were placed in the back of the car.  In the smiles and laughter of 

that day a memory was formed which would never be forgotten.  This I know because this Christmas 

Katie now 25 and Rory 23 now living in Kinross said, “Grandma do you remember when we brought 

the snow guy down from the hills into your garden”.  So always hang onto your memories of the 

things you cannot bear to leave behind or forget.    

 

So from the snowflakes of Winter to the daffodils of Spring.  

 

In the dark days after the war in 1945 when I was eleven, there was a big effort in England to send 

children to Europe to form friendships with the children there.  I went to in Austria for six weeks with 

my school and the following year in 1949 Colette from St. Nagaire in France came to stay with my 

family in Sunderland. It is about Colette that I write because of the shipyards both towns had been 

heavily bombed, but Colette's had been completely destroyed.  Colette spoke perfect English and 

was a great lover of poetry especially Wordsworth and the one thing that she wanted to do was 

to visit the Lake District and to see the golden daffodils fluttering and dancing in the breeze, beside 

the lake, beneath the trees.  Well we got there, no mean feat in those days, and I'll never forget 

Colette or the pleasure that day brought, even though it was nearly seventy years ago.    

 

So, from the words of the song, “when I'm feeling sad I simply remember my favourite things and 

then I don't feel so bad.” So, go on, remember all your favourite things and thank you “Snowflakes 

and Daffodils”.  

 

What happened to the Easter Bunny when he misbehaved at school?  

He was eggspelled! 
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We are approaching Holy Week and Easter.  The gospels devote over one third of their narrative 
to these last days of Jesus' ministry. It is thought that this emphasis reflects liturgical practice in the 
early church, in which case our observance follows a 2,000 year old tradition. 
 
Some argue that apart from the crucifixion itself the main events we celebrate never actually 
happened.  For instance, the entry into Jerusalem is an imaginative elaboration of the verse in 
Zechariah, (Ch9 v9  Lo your king comes to you;  triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding 
upon a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey).  The narrative of the last supper gives Jesus' authority 
to the early church's way of continuing the inclusive communal meals and Jesus' style of breaking 
bread.  The details of the crucifixion were taken from passages in the Hebrew Bible, especially 
Psalm 22.  Verse 18 for instance reads, They divide my clothes among themselves and for my clothing 
they cast lots. The Easter event itself was not the physical resurrection of Jesus but stories of that 
happening express the early church's conviction that what Jesus stood for was not defeated and 
destroyed and never will be.  
 
Whether we understand the story of Holy Week in these terms or in the orthodox way that is 
expressed in the well-loved hymns such as Ride on! Ride on in majesty, There is a green hill far away 
and Jesus Christ is risen today, we need to ask ourselves what the main events mean for us.  I have 
tried to answer this question for myself and over the years have developed different answers, but 
this is how I see things at present.   
 
The entry into Jerusalem is a visual expression of Jesus' ministry, which followed the tradition of the 
prophets in the Hebrew Bible, namely calling for social and economic justice, to which Jesus added 
non-violence.  This echoes the sentences in the Lord's Prayer, Give us this day our daily bread and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil."  Our daily bread means that everyone should 
have enough, the temptation is to resort to violence and the evil is the effects of violence.   
The Last Supper encapsulates the sense of fellowship and companionship which is fostered by 
meeting and eating together and generates the power which enables individuals and groups to 
work for the reign of God on earth. 
 
The Crucifixion reminds us that the quest for peace and justice will provoke opposition and may lead 
to suffering and death, which are an integral and inevitable part of life. 
The Resurrection affirms that however much the forces of evil try to suppress and destroy the ideals 
of peace and justice, they never will succeed.  The conviction that things need not be like this springs 
up again and again and never goes way.   
 
For me, the essence of being a Christian is following in the way of Jesus and the mission of the Church 
is to carry on his work.  The events of Holy Week and Easter remind us what that work is, how it can 
be achieved, what it may cost and how victory is assured.  
 

God’s unfailing love for us is an objective fact affirmed over and over in the 

Scriptures. It is true whether we believe it or not. Our doubts do not destroy God’s 

love, nor does our faith create it. It originates in the very nature of God, who is 

love, and it flows to us through our union with His beloved Son.  

 Jerry Bridges   
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CHRISTMAS 
Between the winter market on the High Street and carol singing at Sainsbury’s we distributed 430 

Christmas cards, with the main Christmas service times inserted. We also handed out many Candy 

canes as Christmas tree decorations 

Coffee Cake & Carols in our Church on a Friday night (replacing Christmas Celebration) attracted 

a modest crowd of about 90 folk. There was one solo carol from the Church Choir, and readings by 

members of the different Churches, and otherwise carols were sung by everyone. Tea and coffee 

with home baking was served during the event. Now that we have started, we think it might increase 

in attendance this year with more publicity, but we feel we have a useful formula. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Pulpit swaps seemed to work well, and at the service in Orwell on the Sunday night, a good cross-

section of KCT churches was evident. Very Rev Angus Morrison gave a short reflection and quoted 

powerfully from writings of Spurgeon on Christian Unity. 

LENT STUDIES 
From the material offered on the web-site of Week of Christian Unity, comes an interesting series 

of 5 Bible studies (see notice in meeting room) which links scriptures with accounts of prisoners’ 

conversions to faith. The meetings will be at Portmoak Church in the Session Room at 7.00pm on 

Tuesdays from 20 Feb to 20 March. St Paul’s Thursday Morning Group, will be studying the same 

course and welcomes any who wish to join them in the Meeting Room at St Paul’s every Thursday 

from 22 Feb to 22 March at 10.00 for 10.30 am. 

HOLY WEEK 
• Stations of the Cross. St James’ Church at 7.00 pm on Monday 
• Maundy Thursday Communion . Kinross Parish Church at 7.30 pm Thursday 
• Walk of Witness 1.00 – 2.00 pm starting at Millbridge Hall and finishing at St Paul’s, Friday 
• At the foot of the Cross 2.00 – 3.00 pm  St Paul’s, Friday 
• Good Friday service. Fossoway Church at 7.30 pm, Friday 
• Early Morning at the Loch. Far end of Kirkgait Park 7.30 am Easter Sunday. Followed by 

breakfast at the Kirklands Hotel (approx. £5 per person) 
• Easter Songs of Praise. Portmoak Church at 6.30 pm 
BETTER PLACE TO LIVE FAIR 
KCT is taking a stall at this. We plan to show all the community-directed activities offered by our 

Churches and in our Churches. We will have activities for children and also have KCT dish towels on 

sale. 

NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 
Mandy Green of St James’ and Tina Shepherd have opened a new page – Kinross Churches 

Together 2018. If you use the full title of Kinross-shire etc. you will be directed to the old page 

which was difficult to access. All the events listed above and still to come, will be advertised there. 

We need folk to visit and ‘like’! 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
This year it will be held on 2 March in the Day Centre (2.00 pm) and in St Paul’s (7.00 pm). There 

will be readers from all the Churches. Ian Boe of Fossoway Church has been the area co-ordinator 

for the last 7 years and he is standing down. KCT committee has agreed to take on this role, with 

the secretary being the named person, who receives all the paper work, and members of the 

committee will be organisers on 2 year cycle.  



17 

‘TRY PRAYING  
March is usually the month that we promote Try Praying, but it is a busy month and the weather is 

not kind to our banners, so we propose making June our TP month! 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
We plan to meet on 18 April, 4 Sept and 7 Nov 

POSTSCRIPT 
Please spread the word in the right places about this matter: 

We have received word of the resignation of our chair person Tricia Cochrane, who is planning to 

move to Perth. We therefore will need to find a replacement for her. Perhaps someone with a 

special yen for Outreach would feel led to offer to take this on? Tricia herself has on previous 

occasions said how much she enjoys working with the committee, and there are only four meetings a 

year, and you will broaden your horizons! You will however have to work with me as secretary! 

Alex Cant 
 

 
 
During 2018, we plan to hold evening services of general interest, to which all are welcome. 

• Mar 25 devotional Service for Palm Sunday 
• Apr 29 Focus on Tearfund with guest speaker 
• May 27 ‘What in the World is the Church doing?’ 
• (General Assembly Focus) 
• June 24 A band-led Youth Service 
 

 
A young girl was walking along a beach upon which thousands of starfish had been washed up 

during a terrible storm. When she came to each starfish, she would pick it up, and throw it back into 

the ocean. People watched her with amusement. 

She had been doing this for some time when a man approached her and said, “Little girl, why are 

you doing this? Look at this beach! You can’t save all these starfish. You can’t begin to make a 

difference!” 

The girl seemed crushed, suddenly deflated. But after a few moments, she bent down, picked up 

another starfish, and hurled it as far as she could into the ocean. Then she looked up at the man and 

replied, “Well, I made a difference to that one!” 

The old man looked at the girl inquisitively and thought about what she had done and said. Inspired, 

he joined the little girl in throwing starfish back into the sea. Soon others joined, and all the starfish 

were saved. 
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I have been in many places, 
but I've never been in Cahoots. 

Apparently, you can't go 
alone. You have to be in 

Cahoots with someone.   
  

I've also never been in Cognito. 
I hear no one recognizes you 

there.   
  

I have, however, been in Sane. 
They don't have an airport; 

you have to be driven there. I 
have made several trips there, 

thanks to my friends, family 

and work.   
  

I would like to go to 
Conclusions, but you have to 

jump, and I'm not too much on 

physical activity anymore.   
  

I have also been in Doubt. That 
is a sad place to go, and I try 

not to visit there too often.   
  

I've been in Flexible, but only 
when it was very important to 

stand firm.   
  

Sometimes I'm in Capable, and 
I go there more often as I'm 

getting older.   
  

One of my favourite places to 
be is in Suspense! It really gets 

the adrenalin flowing and 
pumps up the old heart! At my 
age I need all the stimuli I can 

get!   
  

And, sometimes I think I am in 
Vincible but life shows me I am 

not!  
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A young monk arrives at the monastery. He is assigned to 

helping the other monks in copying the old canons and laws of 

the church by hand. 

He notices, however, that all of the monks are copying from 

copies, not from the original manuscript. 

 

 

So, the new monk goes to the head Abbot to question this, 

pointing out that if someone made even a small error in the first 

copy, it would never be picked up! In fact, that error would be 

continued in all of the subsequent copies. 

The head monk says, ’We have been copying from the copies 

for centuries, but you make a good point, my son.’ 

He goes down into the dark caves underneath the monastery 

where the original manuscripts are held as archives in a locked 

vault that hasn’t been opened for hundreds of years. 

 

Hours go by and nobody sees the old Abbot.  

So, the young monk gets worried and goes down to look for 

him. 

He sees him banging his head against the wall and wailing. 

‘We missed the R! We missed the R! We missed the R!’ 

His forehead is all bloody and bruised and he is sobbing 

uncontrollably. The young monk asks the old abbot, ‘What’s 

wrong, father?’ 

 

 

With A choking voice, the old abbot replies, ‘The word 

was… 

‘CELEBRATE!!!’ 
 

http://www.free-meditation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Monk1.bmp
http://www.free-meditation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Monk2.bmp
http://www.free-meditation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Monk4.bmp
http://www.free-meditation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/Monk5.bmp
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A Prayer for St Paul’s 
Growing Congregations 

Holy, heavenly Trinity, 
three in one and one in three, 
we long to glimpse your perfect 
Majesty. 

Devoted God, 
cradling Father, 
thank you for St Paul’s Church 
as place, sanctuary, tranquillity, 
a haven of peace in the 
relentlessness of daily life. 
Devoted God, 
befriending Christ, 
thank you for St Paul’s Church 
as people, family, 
companions on the Way, 
disciples called to tell your stories, 
to bear each other’s joys 
and sorrows, and to share your 
precious Gospel gift. 
Devoted God, refreshing Spirit, 
thank you for St Paul’s Church 
as presence,  
steward of your love, 
channel of your grace, 
herald of your coming Kingdom. 
In our prayers, help us to listen 
for your constant whisper of 
encouragement. Inspire our 
decisions, sharpen our vision and 
lead us out as messengers and 
healers into your wounded yet 
wonderful world. 

Amen. 

© Vestry of St Paul’s, Kinross 

 


