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Who’s Who in St Paul’s
The 2017 St Paul’s Vestry members are:
Rector
Vestry Chair
Lay Rep and
Sacristan
Alt Lay Rep
Treasurer
Secretary
PVG Convener
Rectors Warden
Vestry member
Vestry member
Vestry member

Fr David MackenzieMills
Hilary Bennison
Jim Henry
Nan Kennedy (co-opted
Peter Croft
Jon Searle
vacancy
Fliss Shaw
Irene Stephenson
Beryl Searle

frdavidkinross@gmail.com
hilarybennison@gmail.com
jancam602004@yahoo.co.u
k
nan@familykennedy.com
malajafli@gmx.com
jonsearle@btinternet.com
rev.fmshaw@btinternet.com
denisroyal63@gmail.com
berylsearle@btinternet.com

St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church (part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion),
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY
Website: www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk
Email: office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com
Tel: 01577 864299
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
Contact: Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector
(01577 863795)
frdavidkinross@gmail.com

2

Contents

Who’s Who in St Paul’s ..................................................................................... 2
From our Rector: ............................................................................................... 4
How to contact our Rector................................................................................. 5
Services during December and January ........................................................... 5
From the Vestry................................................................................................. 7
KYTHE .............................................................................................................. 8
Sunday School ................................................................................................ 10
Running for Arunima! ...................................................................................... 10
Clubs, meeting groups and societies .............................................................. 11
200 Club .......................................................................................................... 12
Book Club........................................................................................................ 12
Craft Group ..................................................................................................... 12
Thursday Morning Group ................................................................................ 12
Healing/ Pastoral Care Group ......................................................................... 12
Music Group .................................................................................................... 12
Fairtrade .......................................................................................................... 13
Flowers............................................................................................................ 13
Kinross and District Men's Shed ..................................................................... 13
Fossoway and Cleish Men’s Breakfast Group ................................................ 13
Is there a parable here? .................................................................................. 13
The Worship Team Rota. ................................................................................ 13
Thank You Jon! ............................................................................................... 14
From the Editor ............................................................................................... 15
And the Final Finally (from me) ....................................................................... 16
Next issue of the magazine ............................................................................. 19

3

From our Rector:
She was heavily pregnant, ‘full term’ in fact, certainly in no state to be travelling
very far any time soon. Yet neither she nor her partner had any choice in the
matter. Circumstance dictated they leave their home to become strangers in some
foreign land, powerless and vulnerable to the unscrupulous. Theirs would be a
physically and emotionally demanding journey with the very real risk that this
heavily expectant mother would be giving birth in the dust and dirt of the roadside.
When the time came, all they could find was a rudimentary shelter, no better than
a cowshed. Yes, it gave a little temporary respite along the way from the blinding
midday sun and the night’s bitter cold but no more. It was there in that
unassuming hovel that this refugee couple were to become parents. No gifts of
cosy cotton sleep suits, no handy ‘hand-me-down’ change table nor emergency
supply of disposable nappies, certainly no comfy family mattress on which to
huddle, just the clothes on their backs and borrowed bits of fabric to try and keep
their precious little bundle from freezing to death.
At this time of year, such words easily transport us to the good news as told by St
Luke and St Matthew, to the demands made by Rome for a census of those within
its occupied lands 2000 years ago, to the manger in Bethlehem that hosted the
humble birth of Jesus Christ, the Lord of all, to the hurried escape into Egypt,
escaping the wrath of a paranoid King hell bent on destroying a supposed rival to
his earthly throne. But they also speak of the harsh realities faced today by young
couples fleeing the terrors of ethnic cleansing, fuelled by religious intolerance and
a pseudo quest for social ‘purity’. Take Hamida and her husband Shobiur for
example. Like many other Rohingya (Muslim Burmese) in the northern state of
Rakhine, their lives were in real danger from a Buddhist regime that is still
determined to drive out this deeply despised people. Hamida was at full term in her
pregnancy and, before they reached the border with Bangladesh, she gave birth in
the dust and dirt of a roadside barn. Although their plight is now ‘old news’, their
perilous story continues. As we enter this month of hectic festivity and
overindulgence, we glimpse the direct echoes of history in which the Holy Family
were subjected to a particular diet of oppression and the very real possibility of
violence and death.
It will not be long before proud mums and dads will gather again in school halls
and church services to watch their fortunate offspring taking part in another
‘censored’ Nativity, suitably bedecked in tea towels, sandals and glitter. I will be
one of them, of course! But as we do so, our gracious God and Father of the babe
of Bethlehem urges his Church to do something in response, something active and
compassionate in support of those countless ‘Holy families’ on the move today.
Taking some moments to gaze into the desolate defiant eyes of Hamida and
Shobiur, we cannot but be moved, imagining how we might fare in their place.
Little has changed over the past two millennia concerning humanity’s powerful
ability to inflict oppression and violence on the powerless. As we prepare to retell
the wondrous story of the Incarnation of Jesus the Emmanuel (God with us), we
would do well as his Church to reflect on and react to such current injustices. After
all, they are part and parcel of Christ’s birth story we tell.
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How to contact our Rector
St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church
(part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion)
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY
website: www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
Contact:
Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector
(01577 863795)
frdavidkinross@gmail.com

Services during December and January
St Paul’s is open, friendly and welcoming to all age groups (whether
regular churchgoers or if you’re simply inquisitive about who we are and
what we do.
We are excited about the ways in which God is calling us to grow as a
community, for the community. Our aim is to express our deep
appreciation of both the spoken and sacramental Word with a lightness of
touch and a smile.
Children are equally welcome to stay in church during the service or go to
the Meeting Room for Sunday School and everyone is particularly invited
to stay together during our monthly ‘Whole Church’ services (usually 3rd
Sundays).
We predominantly use the 1982 Liturgy on Sunday mornings but create
experimental devotion for special events throughout the year. If you would
like to give us a try, we look forward to meeting and greeting you and hope
that you might enjoy becoming part of this faithful family of Christ.

CALLING ALL BUDDING MUSICIANS
- If you play the piano confidently and would value an extra opportunity to
do so in public and / or
- If you play another instrument and would like to consider becoming part of
our Whole Church Sundays music group, PLEASE DO GET IN TOUCH! J
Mondays and Wednesdays
8am Morning Prayer (said quietly in the warmth of the Meeting Room!)
(1st Mondays) 10am Pastoral Care group (Side chapel)
Tuesdays
11am Informal Holy Communion (Side Chapel)
Thursdays
10.30am Thursday morning Discussion Group: exploring material for
Advent, Christmas and the World Day of Prayer (2nd March 2018)
(usually in the Meeting Room unless otherwise advertised.)
3.30pm – 4.30pm Rector’s Hour – an opportunity to drop in and speak to
the Rector in the Church Office

December Services and Events:
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Sunday 3rd: ADVENT SUNDAY (Hope)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist followed by the church’s Annual General Meeting
3pm Advent Carol Service

Sunday 10th: Advent 2 (Bethlehem and the way of the Prophets)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist

Sunday 17th: Advent 3 (Gaudete Sunday and John the Baptist)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Service of the Word with carols and readings for Christmas and the
Sunday School Nativity. Followed by Christmas refreshments in the Meeting
Room

Friday 22nd:
3pm Family Christingle Service

Sunday 24th: Advent 4 (The Virgin Mary)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
11.30pm CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT MASS

Monday 25th: CHRISTMAS DAY
8.45am Said Matins (1662)
10am Christmas morning Family Sung Eucharist

Sunday 31st: Christmas 2
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist

SERVICES IN JANUARY 2018
Sunday 7th: The Epiphany of the Lord (transferred from the 6th)
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist

Sunday 14th: Epiphany 2
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist

Sunday 21st: THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
8.30am Holy Communion
11am ‘Pulpit Swap’ Sung Eucharist
Preacher: TBC

Sunday 28th: Epiphany 4
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
5.30pm Said Evensong with hymns
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From the Vestry
Vestries’ work this month has been split between managing the various
issues we normally face; finance, progress with projects (mostly repairs
but soon to be the lighting installation), grant applications and plans for
future services – especially over the Christmas period. But there is also a
second element to our work this past month, AGM preparation and the
election of the new Vestry and that is what I shall talk about.
Vestry members are elected for four years, they must then step down for
at least one year. If willing, they can be co-opted back onto the Vestry for
one year and then stand again for re-election. This year we have 5 Vestry
vacancies; two members have reached the end of their four year
assignments, we have had two resignations during the year, and one
member is resigning at the AGM. One of the members who has reached
his four year term is willing be co-opted back onto the Vestry and we are
extremely grateful for this as it maintains an important element of
continuity, it does not, however, reduce our vacancy count.
There is an additional element to this year’s Vestry elections. Canon 63
has recently been changed and the changes affect our number Vestry
vacancies. Canon 63 now states that the post of Alternate Lay Rep
attracts a status of ex officio member of the Vestry, i.e. our Alt Lay Rep
must be a member of our Vestry. This reduces our Vestry vacancies to
four but as we have to elect our Alt Lay Rep we still have five vacancies up
for election to Vestry this year.
In practice this will mean very little change at St Paul’s, historically our Alt
Lay Rep has often been a co-opted Vestry member anyway but now
his/her presence on our Vestry may be something you want to include in
your pre-vote deliberations for the Alt Lay Rep post.
I am one of the Vestry members stepping down on completion of their four
year stint, so this will be the last “From the Vestry” that I write and the new
Vestry will have to decide how they communicate with rest of the
congregation regarding Vestry activities. I am not offering myself to be coopted nor do I plan to return to Vestry as an elected member. I have been
a Vestry member for nearly twenty years (maybe more!), it has been
enjoyable and frustrating, the former easily outnumbering the latter, but
most of all it has been an honour to serve, to give back something to the
church and the people who have welcomed Beryl, myself and all our
children and grand-children but it is now time for someone with more
modern ideas to take over and help St Paul’s grow, in every sense.
Thank you to all who have helped me over the years, the three Rectors,
the multiple visiting priests who helped us through three inter-regnums, my
Vestry colleagues, my worship family, and of course my own family, in fact
I need to say thank you to the whole congregation for giving me the
chance to serve and your trust in my abilities.
Jon
7

Action for Rohingya
The international community’s response so far to the crisis facing the Rohingya
has been to call on the government of Burma to conduct an investigation
themselves. However, the Burmese government has taken no serious steps to
investigate and bring to justice those responsible for committing crimes against
humanity. It has either failed to act or flatly refused to act. There is no indication
whatsoever that this situation is likely to change. Please write to key international
figures and ask them to support an international investigation into human rights
violations in Rakhine State.
Key points that you can include are:
Call on the British government/the EU to support an international investigation into
human rights violations against the Rohingya in Rakhine State.
The Burmese government will never investigate itself in a credible manner. A
Burmese government committee established to investigate the violence in Rakhine
State in 2012 failed to address who was responsible for the violence.
The Burmese government itself has supported policies and practices that endorse
and encourage violence against the Rohingya.
Those inciting anti-Rohingya violence are still allowed to operate with impunity.
The overwhelming evidence indicates that human rights violations against
Rohingya in Burma violate international law and may constitute crimes against
humanity and ethnic cleansing.
The situation facing the Rohingya is so severe that experts on genocide have
warned that the early warning signs of genocide are present.
An international investigation would lay clear who bears responsibility, would
counter impunity, and would help stop future violations taking place.
Send your letters to:
Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
King Charles Street
London
SW1A 2AH
Frederica Mogherini
High Representative
European External Action Service
1046 Brussels
Belgium
Your MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA)
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KYTHE
KYTHE Points for Prayer – 8
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer...”
(Romans 12:12)
Upcoming Event
On the National Day of Prayer on Saturday, 25th November, Barry and
Ginni Auld are organising a Pop-Up Prayer event in the Loch Leven
Community Campus.
It will run from 10am – 2pm for anyone to drop in and experience.
You are all invited.
Pray that all the arrangements will be in place in time and ask that glory
will be brought to Christ in this.
Barry's news and prayer requests
Ø
Give thanks for an excellent Band Camp 2017 which ran for 3
days during the October school holidays. Praise God for those who
helped Barry to run it and for the young people who came along to
make music. Pray about the possibility of holding similar events in
the future, perhaps for longer.
Ø
Remember the SU Chill 'n' Chat group - all boys, most of them
unchurched - meeting at lunchtimes on Thursdays. Barry is trying
to encourage them to go to the February S.U. Holiday. Pray that
they would really seek to know who God is.
Ø
Give thanks for the Wednesday Talk Back group – all girls. Pray
that they would continue to seek God and be inquisitive about the
faith. Pray for the group's leaders: Barry, Alan Reid, Ann Eve and
Gillian Shackleton.
Ø
Pray for the Wednesday Young Volunteers group. They are all S5
girls and are currently working through their own issues with
pressure and depression and coping with in school bullying so the
volunteering part is not starting yet. Pray for peace for them and
that they would enquire about the love and peace of Christ.
Ø
Barry is now meeting young people (aged 16-19) in the community
who are seeking employment or social/educational development.
Pray for his contact with them.
Ø
Barry is finding a theme amongst young women in Kinross. Pray
that these young people may know their value as Christ knows
their value.

Ø

Pray for Barry...
Ø
For good day to day management, that he would be efficient and
energised.
That he would quickly get to grips with the new software tool being used
for gathering data and recording work outcomes.
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Ø

KYTHE Trustees & Management Committee
Ø
Finance - praise God that funds are healthy, particularly in these
days when many charities are struggling financially.
Ø
There is an urgent need to find office space for Barry to work from
and in which resources can be stored. Pray that a suitable location
will be found soon.
Ø
Pray for a good ongoing relationship between KYTHE and the
senior management team at the High School.
Ø
Communications – pray for guidance as thought is given to the use
of a website, Facebook and other online tools as well as to the
production of a quarterly newsletter. Pray also about the design of
a more lively and descriptive logo for KYTHE, perhaps with
assistance from an appropriate department at the High School.
Ø
Give thanks for Allan Dearing and all the work he has done as both
a trustee and a member of the management committee (including
being the first Treasurer) since KYTHE was set up. He has now
stepped down from these roles

Sunday School
Two birthdays to celebrate in December;
Alyxs Rae celebrates his birthday on the 6th.
Aryah Mclellan celebrates her birthday on the 22nd.
And one in January
Josie Fryer who celebrates her birthday on the 23rd.
Happy birthday to you all
Of course there are still the adults, so a happy birthday to any grownups
who may be too shy to share their birthdays with us.

Running for Arunima!
Arunima Total
Thanks again to everyone for your donations for the Arunima Hospice in
India- I am delighted to say a grand total of £600 was raised thanks to
everyone’s generosity. As you know I had to withdraw from my planned
race due to injury, but I am slowly recovering and I am dutifully doing my
prescribed physio exercises to strengthen the hip. I still can’t walk far, and
running is out of the question. I am learning to be patient and hope in the
new year I can have a fresh start, and work towards running the promised
10k!
Hilary Bennison
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Clubs, meeting groups and societies
We are fortunate in the fact that the number of meeting groups, clubs and
other societies is growing and new members, of course are always
welcome, but whom would you contact for details of a particular group, or ,
if you wanted to set up a new group how would you advertise it. Well now
those problems are solved, look here. I would like to publish, each month,
contact details of each of our meeting groups, and for new groups, details
of what they plan to do. I plan that this section will just be a contact list, a
directory, any articles expanding on the activities of any of the groups will
still be welcome and will be published in the main text of the magazine with
a link for online readers included.
Group

What

When, where

Contact

200 club
Thursday
Morning
Group
Traidcraft

Fundraising
Discussion
group,

Christine Croft
Jan Campbell
Pat Payne

here

Healing/
pastoral care

Prayer group,

Fr David or
Sue Jones

here

Healing /
Pastoral Care
Flowers

To visit people
who are unwell
Church
decoration
Discussion
group
Men’s activity
and social
group

Monthly prize draw
Thursdays
10:00am, Meeting
room
After 11.00am
service, 3rd Sunday
each month,
Meeting room
10.00am 1st
Monday each
month, Meeting
room
Homes, hospital,
etc.
Weekly

Article /
info
here
here

Sue Jones

here

Christina
Rodger
Nan Kennedy,
Jan Campbell
Robert Walker

here

2nd and 4th Tues
each month
As described in
article

Katherine Little
01577 862 745
Sue Jones

here

11.00 am service,
3rd Sunday each
month

Fr David or
Anita

here

Book club
Kinross and
District Men’s
Shed
Craft Group
Kinross
Churches
Together
Music Group

Sales stall

Ecumenical
Group

monthly
Weekly

here
here

here

I am happy to expand this to include groups outwith St Paul’s so if you
want an “external” society to be included please send me the details.
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200 Club
1st prize
2nd
3rd

Muriel Markland
Dennis and Irene Stephenson
Delia Montgomery

The 200 club is now run by Christine Croft, if you want to join, buy
additional numbers, or just find out about our 200 club, now one of our
major regular funding sources please contact Christine on
malajafli@gmx.com
Christine has asked me to say that the membership of the 200 club is
increasing, each new member means an increase to the prize fund so if
want to become a member, or want to increase you existing membership
as so have a better chance of winning even more money, contact
Christine.

Book Club
For information on the book group contact Nan Kennedy or Jan Campbell

Craft Group
Contact:
Meetings:

Katherine Little, 21 Beverage Place, 01577 862745
2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings, starting Feb 11th.

Go along and support this new initiative

Thursday Morning Group
Contact Jan Campbell for info about Thursday Morning Group activities

Healing/ Pastoral Care Group
If you would like to become part of the Pastoral Care Group, please do
contact us as we would like to extend the scope of this ministry of St.
Paul’s Kinross.
Thanks
Sue Jones
St Paul’s Pastoral Group

Music Group
Our music group needs more players. We provide the music for the
11.00am service on the 3rd Sunday of each month, if you think you can
help, have a reasonable level of competency (which we will encourage and
develop) then why not give it a try, contact Fr David or Anita for more
details.
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Fairtrade
Patricia Payne is our Fairtrade contact and a member of
the Fairtrade Steering Group

Flowers
Thank you to all who have donated money over the last year for flowers.
The new diary for 2018 is now in the back of Church, if you would like to
choose a date for 2018 please put your name in or contact me on 01577
863785 or email christina@westerloan.plus.com
There are no flowers during Lent and Advent
Christina

Kinross and District Men's Shed
Contact Robert Walker for more information on the Kinross and District
Men’s Shed

Fossoway and Cleish Men’s Breakfast Group
Contact David Hill for information on the Fossoway and District Men’s Breakfast
Group

Is there a parable here?
David Payne sent in this. Is there a parable, or should he attend flower
arranging classes?
When walking back to our car in a car park I found
a beautiful flower lying on the ground. I took it home
and we immediately put it into a little vase, thereafter
watering it daily. A few days later our son Mikael (who
is a horticulturist) came by the house and said what a
beautiful flower. We asked him what it was and he looked
at it and said “it’s an artificial one!”
David

The Worship Team Rota.
The recently distributed Worship Team Rota for the period December 2017
to end February 2018 will be the last produced by myself. I have handed
over all Rota duties, together with the spreadsheet tool I developed to
assist with production, to Christine Croft and I am sure she will continue to
produce the Rota on time, every time, and with rota tasks assigned as
fairly as possible.
I looked back through my records and saw that I built the spreadsheet in
2002, that was when I first perceived the need for some help in choosing
13

who to assign rota tasks so I must have been producing the rota for at
least a year before then. So, sixteen years is quite long enough and it is
now time for me to go. On retirement a footballer hangs up his boots, a
carpenter puts away his tools, so as an ex IT person, it is now time for me
to log-off.
As I hand over to Christine I ask you all to allow her some leeway as she
learns how to produce the Rota. It is a very complex process and a huge
task to expect instant mastery so please give her a chance to grow into the
task, I am sure she will prove to an excellent Rota Co-ordinator.
My last act as “owner” of the Rota is to thank all our Worship Team Rota
members. Without them our worship would be severely diminished, they
are the unsung heroes of every Sunday service and they deserve all our
thanks. If you want to volunteer to help with the Worship Team, Christine
is now the person to speak to.
Thank you all
Jon

Thank You Jon!
As you may be aware this will be the final St. Paul’s Matters produced by
Jon Searle, as he steps down from his editor role after a lengthy stint at
the helm. Jon is also now retiring as Worship Rota designer and Vestry
Secretary, and his wise words and contributions will be much missed at
Vestry meetings
On behalf of the Vestry and
congregation, I want to thank Jon most
sincerely for all his hard work,
producing consistently high standard
magazines, rotas, agendas and
minutes - on such a frequent basis! I’m
sure I am not the only one who feels
twinges of guilt as the due date for
magazine contributions slides by yet
again, and Jon somehow pulls it all
together on time producing yet another
informative, educative and entertaining
issue, including a meaningful
photograph on the front. And as for the
rota, those of us who saw the
demonstration of the rota programme at
our recent Church IT session cannot fail to be impressed with Jon’s
technological skills and sense of fair play!
So, a great big thank you to Jon. We all hope that you and Beryl (who is
also resigning from Vestry this year) enjoy the additional time to
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yourselves and your family, and have a happy and healthy church
“retirement”. Mind you, we know where you are if we need you!
Hilary Bennison

From the Editor
Well that’s it then, all good things come to end, or thank goodness he’s
going, choose your own ending to the sentence. Christine Croft has
agreed to take over the reins of the magazine and rota, I am sure she will
do very well bringing her own slant on matters affecting St Paul’s.
My last cover picture is of the winter solstice sun at noon, the deepest
darkest part of winter but still the (sun)light shines to give us hope.
Whatever winter you may be going through remember, as long as you
keep the Light of God in your eyes you will come through, “spring” is just
around the corner.
It is a bittersweet moment leaving anything in which you have had any
involvement; a job, a house, a long term project, so you will understand
how I feel as I hand over magazine editorial and production duties to
Christine. I have edited the magazine since early 2014, and before that in
its format as a monthly news-sheet. There have been moments of
absolute pleasure when a difficult edition finally comes together, is printed
and distributed, and receives favourable comments. There have also been
moments of extreme frustration when promised articles fail to arrive or
technical gremlins upset the smooth running of the printing or distribution
systems. Thankfully the former far outweigh the latter and I will look back
on my time as magazine editor with pride, a time where I found pleasure in
the creation of something for others to enjoy.
Of course I could not “leave” without thanking all who have helped; my
contributing authors, the people who have sent in jokes and anecdotes for
the “And Finally” section, and of course the people who have printed,
collected and distributed each edition to our members
I may be letting go the reins but I still intend to contribute to future editions
and I ask every one of my, now Christine’s, readers to remember the
magazine cannot exist without contributions from its readers so please
don’t let it die. It has become an important part of our worship and
fellowship, it may change as Christine develops new ways to use the
magazine to further our mission, but it will still be our magazine, written for
us, by us, and for the benefit of us all.
Take care, and thank you all for the support you have given me as your
magazine editor.
Jon
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And the Final And Finally (from me)
BOOKS OF THE BIBLE?
Read the following paragraph and see if you can find the name of sixteen
books of the Bible that are hidden in the text:
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu,
kept people looking so hard for facts and for other it was a revelation.
Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not
capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. To
others, it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments
for you. Yes, there will be some easy ones to spot! Others may require
judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find
one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. One lady
says she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better. See how well
you can compete. Relax now for there are really sixteen names of books of
the Bible in this story.
Psalm 118
Did you know that;
Psalm 118 is the shortest chapter in the Bible
Psalm 118 is the middle chapter in the Bible
Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible
The Bible has 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 chapters after it
If you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118 you get a total 1188
chapters
1188 or Psalm 118 vs 8 is the middle of the entire Bible
So, has this central verse an important message?
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man
And finally, finally, finally, some corny jokes;
The fattest knight at King Arthur’s round table was Sir Cumference, he
acquired his girth by eating too much pi
I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be
an optical Aleutian
She was only a whisky maker, but he loved he still.
A rubber band pistol was confiscated from an algebra class because it was
a weapon of maths disruption.
No matter how much you push the envelope, it will still be stationery.
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A dog gave birth to puppies near a road, it was arrested for littering.
A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum
Blownapart.
Two silk worms had a race, they ended in a tie.
A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall, the police are looking into
it.
Atheism is a non-prophet organisation.
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack, one said the other, ”You stay here,
I’ll go on a head”.
I wondered why the ball kept getting bigger, then it hit me.
The midget fortune teller who escaped from prison was small medium at
large.
The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a
seasoned veteran.
A backward poet writes inverse.
In a democracy it’s your vote that counts, in feudalism it’s your count that
votes.
When cannibals at a missionary they got a taste of religion
You’d be in Seine if you jumped off a bridge in Paris.
Two fish swim into a wall, one turns to the other and says “Dam”.
Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly so they lit a fire in the craft,
which unsurprisingly sank. This finally proves that you cannot have your
Kayak and heat it.
Two Hydrogen atoms meet, one says” I’ve lost my electron”. The other
says “are you sure?” To which the first replies “Yes, I’m positive.”
Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused anaesthetic during root canal
work? His goal was transcend dental medication.
Boom Boom
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Now for your own safety, some Christmas advice.
Health and Safety Xmas Initiative...
Please be advised that all employees planning to dash through the snow in
a one-horse open sleigh, going over the fields and laughing all the way are
required to undergo a Risk Assessment addressing the safety of open
sleighs. This assessment must also consider whether it is appropriate to
use only one horse for such a venture, particularly where there are multiple
passengers. Please note that permission must also be obtained in writing
from landowners before their fields may be entered. To avoid offending
those not participating in celebrations, we request that laughter is
moderate only and not loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance.
Benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs are now available for collection by
any shepherds planning or required to watch their flocks at night.
While provision has also been made for remote monitoring of flocks by
CCTV cameras from a centrally heated shepherd observation hut, all
facility users are reminded that an emergency response plan must be
submitted to account for known risks to the flocks. The angel of the Lord is
additionally reminded that prior to shining his/her glory all around s/he
must confirm that all shepherds are wearing appropriate Personal
Protective Equipment to account for the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and
the overwhelming effects of Glory.
Following last year’s well publicised case, everyone is advised that EC
legislation prohibits any comment with regard to the redness of any part of
Mr. R. Reindeer. Further to this, exclusion of Mr. R Reindeer from reindeer
games will be considered discriminatory and disciplinary action will be
taken against those found guilty of this offence.
While it is acknowledged that gift-bearing is commonly practised in various
parts of the world, particularly the Orient, everyone is reminded that the
bearing of gifts is subject to Hospitality Guidelines and all gifts must be
registered. This applies regardless of the individual, even royal
personages. It is particularly noted that direct gifts of currency or gold are
specifically precluded under provisions of the Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act. Further, caution is advised regarding other common gifts, such as
aromatic resins that may initiate allergic reactions.
Finally, in the recent case of the infant found tucked up in a manger
without any crib for a bed, Social Services have been advised and will be
arriving shortly.
Merry Christmas.
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And a cartoon I always wanted to include in our magazine, it sums up the
stupidity of our world, I hasten to add that I would like NO nuclear bombs
in Scotland or anywhere else .

Next issue of the magazine
Next magazine will be produced and edited by Christine Croft so it is not
for me to say when articles should be sent in, no doubt Christine will
update everyone if there are to be any changes to deadlines and
production n arrangements.
Comments, articles or suggestions for future magazine editions are always
welcome but please don’t leave your submissions to the last moment.
Getting the magazine produced, printed, and distributed is always a hectic
process and last minute submissions run the risk of being omitted if we are
to meet our print deadlines.
Thank you.
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