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Who’s Who in St Paul’s 
The 2017 St Paul’s Vestry members are: 
 
Rector  Fr David Mackenzie- 

Mills 
frdavidkinross@gmail.com  

Vestry Chair Hilary Bennison hilarybennison@gmail.com  
Lay Rep and 
Sacristan 

Jim Henry (co-opted 
onto Vestry) 

jancam602004@yahoo.co.uk 

Alt Lay Rep  Nan Kennedy nan@familykennedy.com  
Treasurer Peter Croft malajafli@gmx.com  
Secretary Jon Searle jonsearle@btinternet.com  
PVG Convener 
and Peoples 
Warden 

Christine Croft malajafli@gmx.com  

Rectors Warden Fliss Shaw rev.fmshaw@btinternet.com 
Vestry member Alan Seath alanvicky1@sky.com  
Vestry member Irene Stephenson denisroyal63@gmail.com  
Vestry member Beryl Searle berylsearle@btinternet.com  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church (part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion), 
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY 

Website: www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk 
Email: office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com 

Tel: 01577 864299 
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross 

 
Contact: Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector 

(01577 863795) 
frdavidkinross@gmail.com 
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From the Rector: 
At one time or another, the cars we drive will have been crashed, 
deliberately. Pre-production vehicles are carefully driven at 30mph 
into something solid and unforgiving to the bodywork. A car’s NCAP 
rating then tells us how confident we should be in the safety of our 
motors if the worst ever came to the worst. 
 
Forgive me for stretching this into a metaphor; Jesus deliberately 
engineered his own car-crash, on our behalf, the fateful run starting at 
his baptism by John the Baptist. It then took three years for the final 
‘crunch’ to happen on that lonely, dark, agonising Good Friday. In all 
that time, Jesus never swerved away from the path of love he had 
obediently chosen to tread, even as his lungs took their last, laboured 
breath for him to utter his final cry from the cross, ‘It is finished’. As 
the Son of God, Jesus always knew he could take dramatic, evasive 
action. Consider his temptations in the wilderness – he could have 
easily taken the path of ultimate superhero and sorted all things out 
there and then. But, if Jesus really was to be God as ‘one of us’ in 
every way, he knew that wasn’t the answer. Jesus kept control to the 
very end, even in the face of deepest betrayal, rejection and death. As 
God’s ‘Easter people’, we sit in awesome wonder, as have our 
ancestors over the last 2000 years, to grasp the astonishing 
implications of Resurrection ever since that ‘crash’ took place on 
Golgotha. But if Jesus has truly won the battle between good and evil, 
if he’s really conquered sin and death once and for all, can we really 
make sense of the Resurrection in light of out-of-control ‘car crashes’ 
that pepper the news every day?: 
 

- the UK’s alarming, deepening divisions triggered by ‘Brexit’ 
- global instability fuelled by suspicion, resentment, hatred, paranoia 
and lust for power 
- the stark contrast between mega-rich oligarchs and those pitifully 
impoverished by debt and disease 
 
Whether you voted Leave or Remain, ‘Yes’ or ‘No’, if you support 
Fairtrade or not, we’re all implicated in how these head-on collisions 
will play out. So what are my options? I can ‘Tweet’ my criticisms of 
several situations with just as much vigour as President Trump. But 
what does that make me as a person – just another voice that digs a 
deeper trench between one crowd or the other? I can march on the 
streets of Edinburgh and London. But what will that achieve – adding 
another voice that deepens the trench between one crowd or the 
other? Even if I deliberately sit on my hands and ‘do’ nothing, I’m still 
complicit in whatever takes place at the point of impact. Whatever we 
decide to do as Christian members of the Public, we can’t sit back 
and expect God to produce a proverbial silk purse out of our world’s 
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sows’ ears. That being said, Resurrection means that redemption is 
always possible in any situation we face, no matter how dire it seems. 
The good news is that Jesus’ humiliating ‘car crash’ in Holy Week and 
the overwhelming glory of his Resurrection are the keys to our 
inspired activity in solidarity with the Gospel. Holy Week and Easter 
compel me to consider what little I can do to minimise the effects of 
the ‘car crashes’ of today.  
 
Christ has no hands but ours, no feet but ours, no voice but ours. 
Although we daren’t rule out any ‘Damascus Road moment’ before 
29th March, we can invite God to reveal Resurrection through us our 
commitment to prayer and a careful discernment of the answers we’re 
given in return. Who knows what future ‘fender benders’ we might be 
able to prevent together as a result? 
 

How to contact our Rector 
St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church 
(part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion) 
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY 
website: www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk 
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross 
 
Contact: 
Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector 
(01577 863795) 
frdavidkinross@gmail.com 

Services during April 
St Paul’s is open, friendly and welcoming to all age groups (whether 
regular churchgoers or if you’re simply inquisitive about who we are and 
what we do.) 
 

We are excited about the ways in which God is calling us to grow as a 
community, for the community. Our aim is to express our deep 
appreciation of both the spoken and sacramental Word with a lightness of 
touch and a smile.  
 

Children are equally welcome to stay in church during the service or go to 
the Meeting Room for Sunday School and everyone is particularly invited 
to stay together during our monthly ‘Whole Church’ services. 
 

We predominantly use the 1982 Liturgy on Sunday mornings but create 
experimental devotion for special events throughout the year. If you would 
like to give us a try, we look forward to meeting and greeting you and hope 
that you might enjoy becoming part of this faithful family of Christ. 
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Mondays and Wednesdays 
8am Morning Prayer, said quietly in the side chapel 
 

Tuesdays 
 (1st & 3rd) 12.30pm Simple soup lunch followed by a led reflection and silent 
meditation and Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament (Meeting 
Room) 
(2nd & 4th) 11am Informal Holy Communion (Side Chapel) 
7.30pm ‘Skypble Study’ (Luke’s Gospel). Please speak to the Rector 
directly if you’re interested in joining. 
 

Thursdays  
10.00 for 10.15am Lent Study Discussion Group – York Course (until April 
6th) 
(usually in the Meeting Room unless otherwise advertised.)  
3.30pm – 4.30pm Rector’s Hour (Church Office) 
 
April Services and Events: 
 

Sunday 2nd: 5th Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
12.30pm Lent Lunchtime ‘Pilgrim’ Study Course 
 

Thursday 6th: 10.00 for 10.15am Lent Study Discussion Group – York 
Course. Venue TBC 
 
Sunday 9th: PALM SUNDAY 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist and dramatic retelling of the Passion story according to 
Matthew. 
 
Thursday 13th: MAUNDY THURSDAY 
11am Chrism Mass and Renewal of Vows for Diocesan Clergy 
(St Ninian’s Cathedral, Perth) 
7.30pm Sung Eucharist with the Washing of the Feet, Stripping the Altar 
N.B. We will be joining St James’ Catholic Church for the ‘Watch’ in their 
Hall 
 
Friday 14th: GOOD FRIDAY 
9am Liturgy of the Cross 
12 Noon – 2pm Walk of Witness, concluding with a service of readings and 
hymns 
7pm Good Friday evening service at St Matthew’s, Auchtermuchty 
 

Saturday 15th: 
11pm Easter Vigil Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 16th: EASTER DAY 
7.30am Easter Morning Service and Breakfast at the Pier 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Family Sung Eucharist 
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Sunday 23rd: Easter 2 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday 30th: Easter 3 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
5.30pm BCP Evensong (said) 

From the Vestry 
There has been no vestry meeting since last month’s magazine was 
published so although there is little to report, there is something.  You may 
recall that we have requested a meeting with the Diocese to discuss the 
options we have for resolving the financial issues we face, we have gained 
agreement that a meeting is necessary and will take place but 
unfortunately the date suggested by the diocese was not suitable for us 
because certain key members of our vestry ware not available on that day.  
We now await the diocese to suggest a second date which we hope will be 
convenient for all. 
 
Work will be starting soon on the repairs to the roof and the bell tower.  
This will require a considerable amount of scaffolding and although 
pedestrian access to the church will not be affected, use of the church 
grounds for vehicle parking will not be possible.  We have an agreement 
with the rugby club that allows us to use their car park and we urge 
members to do so.  It may be necessary to modify these arrangements in 
the light of changing circumstances as the work progresses and we will do 
our best to keep everyone informed beforehand if changes are required. 

 ‘Pilgrim’ Study Course  
 
‘Pilgrim’ Study Course 
5 Sunday lunchtimes in Lent 
5th March – 2nd April 2017 
Please save the dates! 
 
We do welcome at St Paul’s very well. That’s borne out by those many 
people who come occasionally who make a point of saying so as they 
leave. In our work on invitation, the Vestry has asked that we trial a 
Sunday lunchtime series of studies during Lent. The hope is that this will 
transform into some kind of continuing, open fellowship group that wants to 
carry on eating together, learning together and inviting others to do the 
same. 
 
In consultation with the thriving little study group that meets on Thursday 
mornings, we’re ‘going back to basics’. The consensus was that we can 
always learn something new and refreshing from what may already be 
familiar to us. We’ll be using some contemporary resource material from 
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the Church of England entitled, ‘Pilgrim’. Unlike some more didactic 
studies out there, Pilgrim aims to help us to consider Jesus’ teaching 
through a reflective, prayerful process known as Lectio Divina. 
 
Like any study material, there is a cost involved. Everyone taking part will 
need sight of a course study book (£5.99 each). There are three other 
courses in the ‘Follow’ stage and another four in the ‘Grow’ stage so 
there’s lots of opportunity to carry on if people wish after Lent has finished. 
 
Even if you decide to join in part way through, please know that 
everyone is invited to attend any of the sessions.  
 
If you would like to find out more about ‘Pilgrim’, please see 
http://www.pilgrimcourse.org/audio-and-video If you’d like to join this Lent 
group in the first instance, please contact Rita Watt 
(rita.watt@hotmail.co.uk or 01577 865711). 
 

Not in God’s Name 
(Published by Jonathan Sacks, Hodder & Stoughton, 2015 and reviewed 
here by David Hill) 
 
The horrors of violence currently perpetrated in the Middle East (and 
elsewhere) distress and perplex us all.  Dr Jonathan Sacks, formerly Chief 
Rabbi and widely admired for his contributions to "Thought for the Day" on 
Radio 4, has provided an analysis of the causes of this violence and 
offered a compelling strategy for reducing its intensity.   
 
The title itself is arresting.  It seems to invite us to ask, “If not in God's 
name, then in whose?" and "What makes extremists think that they are 
speaking for God?" and "Why is it so particularly dangerous that they 
should think in this way?"  Dr Sacks does not answer these questions 
directly but his book gives its readers much material on which to base their 
own answers. 
 
In Part 1, "Bad Faith", Dr Sacks describes the process by which 
humankind seeks security and identity by forming groups.  Each group 
sees other groups as different and views them with suspicion, which may 
grow to conflict, especially when resources such as water and land are 
scarce.  If this innate potential for violence is not kept in check, it can lead 
to one group demonising another, convincing itself that the other is wholly 
bad and must be exterminated.  He goes on to argue that the worst 
atrocities occur when sibling communities are in conflict, i.e. communities 
that share a common heritage but claim an exclusive right to their 
inheritance.  This is the driving force behind, for example, the savagery of 
the Inquisition, the Thirty Years War in the 17th century, and the rivalry in 
Islam between Shia and Sunni. 
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In Part 2, "Siblings", Dr Sacks undertakes a study of the stories of sibling 
rivalry in the Book of Genesis:  Isaac and Ishmael (the sons of Abraham);  
Jacob and Esau (the sons of Isaac);  and Joseph and his brothers (the 
sons of Jacob).  Drawing on centuries of Jewish scholarship, he argues 
that our traditional understanding of these stories, namely that they 
describe winners who are favoured by God and losers who are discarded 
by God is mistaken.  He shows that in each case the stories actually end 
with forgiveness, reconciliation and both parties sharing the inheritance.  
To the unending misery of Jews, Christians and Muslims in their historic 
competition for dominance, the stories have been used by one faith to 
claim superiority over the others, as St Paul did in Galatians Chapter 4.   
 
Part 3, "The Open Heart", looks afresh at two famous stories in Genesis:  
Noah's Flood and the Tower of Babel.  Dr Sacks reminds us that in the first 
story God made a covenant with Noah that applied to all humankind.  This 
established the rule of justice that would apply to all groups and enable 
them to live in harmony.  This Noahide covenant was distinct from the later 
covenant made with Abraham.  This established a special relationship, one 
of love as opposed to justice, between God and Abraham, extended to his 
descendants, but did not prelude special relationships with other groups, 
such as Christians and Muslims, nor assert the superiority of one over the 
others.        
 
Dr Sacks asserts that the story of the Tower of Babel is not, as widely 
supposed, an explanation of how there came to be many languages but is 
actually a prohibition against attempts to enforce uniformity.  There were 
already many languages before the Tower was built (Gen 10.5) by an 
empire that demanded that all people should speak the same language 
(Gen 11. 1,6).  Two inscriptions from the neo-Babylonian empire records 
that one emperor "made the totality of all peoples speak with one voice", 
and that another "caused populations with strange tongues and 
incompatible speech to accept a single voice."   
 
The neo-Babylonians tried to suppress identity and were confounded.   Dr 
Sachs suggests that there have been three attempts in the West to 
suppress identity.  The first was the claim of both Christianity and Islam 
that theirs was the one God, one truth and one way, leading to conflict 
between them in the middle ages and today.  The second was the 
Enlightenment, the secular substitute for Christianity based not on the 
universality of God but of reason.  This provoked the reaction of 
nationalism, racism and communism.  The third has been to dethrone the 
group in favour of the individual whose rights are paramount.  This, he 
declares, has resulted in the collapse of the traditional family, the erosion 
of community and the loss of national identity, leading to the counter-
reaction of religious extremism among those who still seek identity and 
community. 
 
The foundation of the book, and its main message is that it is quite wrong 
and very dangerous to take sacred texts literally.  Rather they should be 
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interpreted, taking account of the context in which the different parts were 
written and the opinions of theologians down the ages.  Furthermore, they 
should be applied with caution to present-day circumstances.  That, Dr 
Sachs urges, is the ground on which fundamentalists of all three 
Abrahamic faiths should be confronted:  the Israeli far right who claim the 
boundaries of David's kingdom, the conservative Christians who pray for 
Armageddon so that Jesus can come again, and ISIL (Daesh).   
 
I found the author's analysis of present conflict as compelling as his 
proposals for its resolution.  In particular, it made me wonder if Jews, 
Christians and Muslims could ever study the Old Testament together?  
Perhaps only a dream but sometimes dreams come true. 
 
David Hill 
February 2017 
 

Clubs, meeting groups and societies 
We are fortunate in the fact that the number of meeting groups, clubs and 
other societies is growing and new members, of course are always 
welcome, but whom would you contact for details of a particular group, or , 
if you wanted to set up a new group how would you advertise it.  Well now 
those problems are solved, look here.  I would like to publish, each month, 
contact details of each of our meeting groups, and for new groups, details 
of what they plan to do.  I plan that this section will just be a contact list, a 
directory, any articles expanding on the activities of any of the groups will 
still be welcome and will be published in the main text of the magazine with 
a link for online readers included.   
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Group What When, where Contact Article? 
Thursday 
Morning 
Group 

Discussion 
group,  

Thursdays 
10:00am, 
Meeting room 

Jan Campbell here 

Traidcraft Sales stall  After 11.00am 
service, 3rd 
Sunday each 
month, Meeting 
room 

Pat Payne here 

Healing/ 
pastoral care 

Prayer group,  10.00am 1st 
Monday each 
month, Meeting 
room 

Fr David or 
Sue Jones 

here 

Healing / 
Pastoral Care 

To visit people 
who are unwell 

Homes, 
hospital, etc. 

Sue Jones here 

Flowers Church 
decoration 

Weekly Christina 
Rodger 

here 

Book club Discussion 
group 

monthly Nan Kennedy, 
Jan Campbell 

here 

Men’s 
Breakfast 
Group 
(Fossoway 
and Cleish) 

Discussion 
group 

Monthly, 
Fossoway 
Church hall 

Colin McIntosh no 

Craft Group  2nd and 4th 
Tuesday each 
month 

Katherine Little 
01577 862 745 

here 

Kinross 
Churches 
Together 

Ecumenical 
Group 

As described in 
article 

Sue Jones here 

Music Group  11.00 am 
service, 3rd 
Sunday each 
month 

Fr David or 
Anita 

here 

 
I am happy to expand this to include groups outwith St Paul’s so if you 
want an “external” society to be included please send me the details. 

Book Club 
No report this month  

Craft Group 
Contact: Katherine Little, 21 Beverage Place, 01577 862745 
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings, starting Feb 11th. 
 
Go along and support this new initiative 
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Thursday Morning Group 
LENT STUDY 2017 

RECEIVING CHRIST in 5 different ways  
‘To all who received him … he gave power to become children of God.’ 

(John 1.12.) 
This raises big questions. Aren’t we all children of God anyway? Just how 
can we receive Christ? And what does it mean to have ‘a relationship with 

God’? 
 

Session 1 Receiving Christ: as children of God 
Session 2 Receiving Christ: in the stranger and the needy 

Session 3 Receiving Christ: in Holy Communion 
Session 4 Receiving Christ: through prayer and fellowship 

Session 5 ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’ (Colossians 1.27) 
 

Being hosted by the Thursday Morning Group, St Paul’s Church, Meeting 
Room, Kinross. 
When & Where 

Thursday 2nd March -- 5 George Drive,   Kinross, KY13 8AE 
Thursday 9th  March – St Paul’s Church, Meeting Room, Kinross 
Thursday 16th March – St Paul’s Church, Meeting Room, Kinross 
Thursday 23rd March – St Paul’s Church, Meeting Room, Kinross 
Thursday 30th March – St Paul’s Church, Meeting Room, Kinross 

 
Time 

10am- Refreshments, 10.30am- Study 
Everyone Welcome 

 
Contact Jan Campbell for info about Thursday Morning Group activities 

Healing/ Pastoral Care Group 
I would like to thank the people who offered to make soup or a meal when 
I put out a request at the end of last year, the meals were gratefully 
received. 
 
We are now trying to make a list of people that we can contact when one 
of our congregation is in need of a meal or two e.g. coming home from 
staying in hospital. 
 
If you would like to be included on this list please contact me. 
 
If you would like to become part of the Pastoral Care Group, please do 
contact us as we would like to extend the scope of this ministry of St. 
Paul’s Kinross. 
 
Thanks 
Sue Jones 
St Paul’s Pastoral Group 
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Kinross Churches Together 
No report this month 

Music Group 
Our music group needs more players.  We provide the music for the 
11.00am service on the 3rd Sunday of each month, if you think you can 
help, have a reasonable level of competency (which we will encourage and 
develop) then why not give it a try, contact Fr David or Anita for more 
details. 

Fairtrade 
Patricia Payne is our Fairtrade contact and a member of the 
Fairtrade Steering Group 

Flowers  
The Flower Diary is at the back of church if you want to give on 
a particular Sunday. Christina Rodger; tel 01577 863785 or 
christina@westerloan.plus.com or at 14 Westerloan Milnathort. 
  
Thanks 
Christina 

Sunday School 
April is a big birthday month for the Fuller family, and Peter and Christine 
Croft will also be celebrating Theodore and Tobias are their grandsons.  
 
Eleanor Maclean celebrates her birthday on April 1st.  
Theodore and Tobias celebrate their birthdays on the same day, April 21st 
(but they are not twins, Tobias was born in 2004, Theodore in 2007) 
 
Happy birthday to them all: 
 
Of course there are still the adults, so a happy birthday to any grownups 
who may be too shy to share their birthdays with us. 

200 Club 
The 200 club winners for March are: 
 

1st prize Muriel Markland 
.2nd  Linda Anderson 
3rd  Laura Strang-Steel 
 

If you want to join, buy additional numbers, or just find out about our 200 
club please contact Ann Melville via annmelville50@tiscali.co.uk  

E-mail list 
We are trying to update our email list, please can you email Sue 
at sue@iansuejones.co.uk with your email address. Also if you would like 
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to start receiving emails- magazine, pew sheet and other notifications 
please contact Sue at the above address. 

From the Editor 
Once again this month our cover photo is animal oriented.  And once again 
I ask, what is it?  In its normal environment, as shown in our photo, it is 
beautiful, but take it out of that environment and - ugh!.  Answer next 
month. 
 
I was very impressed by the alternative words used for the closing hymn of 
our 11.00am service on March 12th.  The service marked the end of 
Fairtrade fortnight and the words of the hymn were particularly appropriate 
to the context of the service, here are the words, you’ll recognise the 
“parent” hymn and know the tune and the chorus as soon as you read the 
first two phrases: 
 

We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land 
But nations who are deep in debt are left with empty hands. 
The world is full of people who struggle to survive, 
While we have food in plenty, O God, our care revive! 
 
The fields of many countries are tilled to pay their debt, 
And still disease and poverty remain a constant threat. 
Their goods, unfairly traded, make losses for our gain, 
As most of all the profits in wealthy hands remain. 
 
God’s beautiful creation is fast becoming spoiled, 
And deserts overrun the ground where once the farmers toiled. 
Forgive us this pollution of much that you have made, 
And show us the solution for fair and equal trade. 
©Alison Blenkinsop, Aldershot 
 

I think these alternative words to a familiar hymn summarise much of what 
is wrong with the world to-day and I hope inspire you to support the 
Fairtrade movement as much as you can.  More than that I think we should 
adopt these words as our standard for life, for giving, for the world and 
everyone in it.  So come on Fr David, let’s sing this hymn more often.  

And Finally 
The boy on the left in this photo was worried after he had the same haircut 
as his best friend.  He worried that their teacher would not be able to tell 
them apart. 
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We can learn a lot from our children. 
 
 

 
 

For May 
Next Magazine is the May issue, the due date for articles is Sunday 16th 
April, absolute and final cut off is Sunday 23rd April.  Please don’t 
leave your submissions to the last moment, getting the magazine 
produced, printed, and distributed is always a hectic process and last 
minute submissions run the risk of being omitted if we are to meet our print 
deadlines.  
 
Comments, articles or suggestions for future magazine editions are always 
welcome, please speak to me in church or e-mail them to me at 
jonsearle@btinternet.com  Thank you 
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