St. Paul’s
Matters
February 2016

1

Who’s Who in St Paul’s
The 2016 St Paul’s Vestry members are:
Rector and Vestry Chair

Fr David Mackenzie- Mills

Deputy Chair

Hilary Bennison

Lay Rep

Nan Kennedy

Alt Lay Rep and Sacristan

Jim Henry (co-opted onto Vestry)

Treasurer

Peter Croft

Secretary

Jon Searle

PVG Convener

Christine Croft

Education Convener

Ann Melville

Social Co-ordinators

Christine Croft and Beryl Searle

Vestry member

Alan Seath

Vestry member

Irene Stephenson

We still have to assign the roles of Rectors Warden, Peoples Warden and
Fabric Convener.

St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church (part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion),
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY
Website: www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk
Email: office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com
Tel: 01577 864299
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
Contact: Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector
(01577 863795)
frdavidkinross@gmail.com
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From the Rector:
Now that Christmas is officially over for another year, I have the sense that
2015 was a particularly good one. There was a definite sense of the Holy Spirit
stirring in a new way in our Sunday services and perhaps particularly so in our
‘specials’; the children’s enthusiasm in the Nativity play, the creativity
expressed during the Christingle service, the ‘tingle factor’ during our Christmas
carols service, the especially well attended Christmas morning Eucharist and
the fellowship shared over those wonderful pastries and bakes that we enjoyed
on Epiphany Sunday. Our liturgical year has started very well and I hope and
pray that this will herald yet more good things still to come.
That being said, now is also the time to be crystal clear about the very real
financial choices that you, as a disciple of Jesus Christ at St Paul’s, need to
make this year. You also need to be mindful of their consequences.
Would we want that same ‘feel good’ factor during Christmas next year for
example?
Although St Paul’s can expect some guidance and support from the diocese,
this will only amount to guidance and support in our local ‘self-help’ journey;
what (as yet untapped) missional possibilities might provide more income or
how might we fundraise better? St Paul’s has undertaken a number of Gift
Days in the last few years, specifically in preparation for receiving a full time
Rector. It was assumed that the diocese would make some kind of financial
contribution as a result. The reality is very different.
St Paul’s finds itself bearing the full stewardship responsibility of raising the
necessary funds to make what we currently have a viable proposition for the
future; that includes both stipend support along with the care of our buildings.
Without a radical church-wide increase in planned giving, in addition to the
income raised by ‘one-off’ Gift Days, St Paul’s will become greatly
impoverished.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

You could be losing a full-time Rector who combines:
working hard to provide spirit-led, corporate leadership
preparing and providing creative, imaginative and thought-provoking
worship
offering extensive pastoral care for those disciples of Jesus Christ at St
Paul’s
‘networking’ within local organisations to develop greater outreach
links:
‘Broke Not Broken’ (with whom St Paul’s now has a very strong working
relationship)
local Primary and Secondary Schools
a Committee member for the Kinross Day Centre
taking services in Residential homes and taking the Reserved
Sacrament to church members who are now housebound or in care
homes
as the honorary chaplain for the 1145 Detached RAF Squadron who
meet in the Drill Hall in Kinross
working ecumenically with other local churches
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•

•
•

•

You could be losing a full-time Rector who serves within the diocese on
behalf of St Paul’s as:
a well-respected musician and Liturgist at the annual Clergy
Conference, at training days across the diocese and as a speaker at
the Area Council meetings
an active member of the Standing Committee
the church’s clerical representative at the numerous diocesan events
such as Ordinations, Installations, the Chrism Mass during Holy Week
and at special events such as the recent Day of Prayer in Perth for
Syrian Refugees
one of the diocese’s trainers for future and new clergy in post.

Those who attended our last AGM will be aware that, as things currently stand,
St Paul’s faces a serious financial crisis that no active member of any
developing church would wish to see. This will be deepened as St Paul’s also
bids farewell to our full-time, UNPAID organist on Easter day. Sarah will not be
able to be replaced ‘like for like’.
One retired member of our congregation commented that State-receiving
pensioners are one of the only sectors of our society who are benefitting from a
pay rise in April. Perhaps that might stir people to give more. I am convinced
that St Paul’s as a community needs to pray about this earnestly – details of a
Day of Prayer for St Paul’s Future can be found elsewhere in this magazine. Do
please make every effort to support this.
During this coming month, please think very carefully and prayerfully about
what I have written in this piece. Even at this 11th hour, we still have a little time
left to act with real generosity of time, talent and tithing. Building on previous
Incumbencies, we have come a long way since February 2013. Please don’t
allow St Paul’s to face the prospect of slipping backwards and inwards in 2017.

How to contact our Rector
St Paul's Scottish Episcopal Church
(part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion)
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY
website: www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk
Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
Contact:
Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector
(01577 863795)
frdavidkinross@gmail.com

Services during February
St Paul’s is inclusive and friendly to all age groups. Everyone is welcome whether
a regular churchgoer or completely new to it all. Children (including babies and
toddlers), and the wonderful contribution they make to our worship, are valued.
They can choose to stay in church during the service or attend our Sunday school
next to the church. Once a month we have a whole church service where we aim
to introduce a bit more participation and creativity for everyone, young and old.
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We often have special services, and members of the congregation are involved
in many groups each week. We have opportunities for meeting for weekday
worship, meditation group, a book group, healing group, a group exploring
aspects of faith and the Bible, a new ‘Talk and Seek’ group (see below) and we
encourage our members to join community projects too. We are very interested
in hearing from any musicians who might like to join us for monthly music
making (we have professional musicians alongside keen amateurs and would
love to expand our horizons, and meet new musical friends of any instrument or
voice).
If you would like to give us a try, we look forward to meeting and greeting you
and hope that you might enjoy becoming part of this faithful family of Christ.
Morning Prayer (8am, Mondays and Wednesdays)
Simple lunch, meditation and Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament
(12.30pm, Tuesdays, between 16th February and 15th March)
‘Talk & Seek’ – A respectful space to explore your questions about faith. If
you’re not currently a church member you’re especially welcome. Wednesdays
7.30pm from 27th January – come to all or any.
Rector’s Hour in the Church Office (3.30pm – 4.30pm, Thursdays)

February Services and Events:
Sunday 7th: Sunday Before Lent
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist

Wednesday 10th: ASH WEDNESDAY
8.00am Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes
6.45pm Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

Sunday 14th: 1st Sunday in Lent
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Whole Church Sung Eucharist celebrating St Valentine

Sunday 21st: 2nd Sunday in Lent
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
4pm Candlelit Taize service

Saturday 27th: Day Of Prayer for the future of St Paul’s
9am – 6pm (Beginning with 9am Morning Prayer; 12 Noon Midday Prayer;
3pm Evening Prayer; Concluding with 6pm Compline) Hour slots will be
available throughout the day for individuals or groups to offer their own
prayers.

Sunday 28th: 3rd Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Communion
11am Sung Eucharist
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Day of Prayer for the Future of this Church
On Saturday 27th February, the church will be open between 9am and 6pm for
formal and informal prayer. This has been arranged in direct response to the
significant missional and financial challenges that our congregation faces in the
coming months, as laid out in the Rector’s editorial. Everyone who holds the life,
ministry and outreach of this church close to their hearts is encouraged to carve
out some time during that day to contribute to this worthwhile, spirit-led
endeavour.
The day will be framed with formal times of prayer and worship:
9am
12 Noon
3pm
6pm

Morning Prayer
Midday Prayer
Evening Prayer
Compline

Hour slots throughout the day will be available for individuals or groups to offer
their own prayers in the church.
May we truly hear the voice of Jesus Christ comforting, encouraging and calling
us to follow him. By faith, may we find greater knowledge and determination to
remain an active community in which the Gospel is received, understood and
revealed in the communities where we live and work.

From the Vestry
As you might have guessed the time immediately after the AGM is a very busy
one for Vestry, the new Vestry needs to agree roles and responsibilities, new
members have to be briefed on the issues we face and the actions we have
taken, and on top of this we still need to keep the “ship” on course, the world
does not stop for us to hold and election!
Finance will be our top priority (when is it not I hear you ask) but we really do
need to improve our finances this year. More is written about this elsewhere in
this issue and whether the required improvement comes about through
increased giving, even more savings, or whatever, an increase is essential if we
are to continue as we are now let alone increase our involvement with new
initiatives.
We have already held our first meeting and one of the regular actions of this
meeting is to set the dates for Vestry meetings through the year, they are:
Dates of 2016 meetings
January 25th
March 7th
April 25th
June 6th
August 1st
September 12th
November 14th
December 4th (AGM)
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All meetings except the AGM, will start at 7:45 pm. The AGM will be held
immediately after the 11.00am service.
Vestry members, together with their roles, are listed inside the front cover. If you wish
to raise any matter concerning how St Paul’s operates with them I am

Clubs, meeting groups and societies
We are fortunate in the fact that the number of meeting groups, clubs and other
societies is growing and new members, of course are always welcome, but
whom would you contact for details of a particular group, or , if you wanted to
set up a new group how would you advertise it. Well now those problems are
solved, look here. I would like to publish, each month, contact details of each
of our meeting groups, and for new groups, details of what they plan to do. I
plan that this section will just be a contact list, a directory, any articles
expanding on the activities of any of the groups will still be welcome and will be
published in the main text of the magazine with a link for online readers
included. So to start:
Group
Thursday
Morning
Group
Traidcraft

What
Discussion
group,

Healing

Prayer group,

Visiting

To visit people
who are unwell
Church
decoration
Discussion
group
Discussion
group

Flowers
Book club
Men’s
Breakfast
Group
(Fossoway
and Cleish)
Craft Group

Sales stall

When, where
Thursdays
10:00am,
Meeting room
After 11.00am
service, 3rd
Sunday each
month, Meeting
room
10.00am 1st
Monday each
month, Meeting
room
Homes,
hospital, etc.
Weekly
monthly
Monthly,
Fossoway
Church hall
2nd and 4th
Tuesday each
month
As described in
article

Contact
Jan Campbell

Article?
here

Pat Payne

here

Fr David

No

Sue Jones

No

Christina
Rodger
Nan Kennedy,
Jan Campbell
Colin McIntosh

here

Katherine Little
01577 862 745

here

here
here

Kinross
Ecumenical
Sue Jones
here
Churches
Group
Together
I am happy to expand this to include groups outwith St Paul’s so if you want an
“external” society to be included please send me the details.
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Traidcraft
Pat Payne has asked me to remind you all that the 3rd Sunday of every month is a
Fair Trade Sunday when a selection of Fair trade goods will be available to buy in the
meeting room.

Book Club
Did you know we have a book club? Well we do and I’ve persuaded them to
come out from behind the sofa (reading too many scary books) and tell us what
they’re doing.
Currently they are reading “Six Black Candles” by Des Dillon. I am told this is a
darkly humorous and satanic fictional brew, obviously a strong contender for a
church book club! But the critics say it’s an exciting entertaining and at times
farcically funny so perhaps I’ll just keep quiet.
The book club meet regularly, usually at Jan Campbell’s home, so if you want
to find out speak to Jan, or to Nan or Beryl who are both members.

Craft Group
Yes, we have a new Craft Group! It is all very new, and I only have the briefest
of details:
Contact:
Meetings:

Katherine Little, 21 Beverage Place, 01577 862745
2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings, starting Feb 11th.

Go along and support this new initiative.

Thursday Morning Group
10am Tea and coffee for 10.30am start
St Paul’s Meeting Room (apart from the last Thursday of the month)
The group meets for bible study at 10.00 for 10.30 in the Meeting Room on
Thursdays except for the first Thursday of each month when the meeting place
is arranged in a member’s home. (tel 01577 862391)
• 28th January – Spirituality and the Elderly – a workshop led by Fr David. It will
end with the option of a shared lunch of soup, bread and cheese. All welcome.
• 4th and 11th February – Letters from St Paul
• 18th February – Lent Study begins;
The study topic for the 5 weeks of Lent this year, will be a York course from the
Psalms.( see KCT item)
All are welcome for coffee, chat and study.
Jan Campbell 01577 862391

200 Club draw
The winners of the December draw were
1st prize
Christina Rodger
2nd prize
Margaret Ling
3rd prize
Ann Melville
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The winners of the January draw were
1st prize
Muriel Markland
2nd prize
Jane Bruce
rd
3 prize
Harriet Liddle
Congratulations to all.
When your membership is due for renewal you will receive a renewal notice.
Many thanks to those people who return their forms and cheques promptly, and
if you haven’t yet returned yours, could you please do so as soon as possible.
There are still plenty of numbers left if anyone else would like to join the club

Sunday School
I have no birthdays recorded for this month for any of our Sunday School
children. If this is incorrect and you know of one of our children who celebrates
a birthday this month then please let me know.
Of course there are still the adults, so a happy birthday to any grownups who
may be too shy to share their birthdays with us.

Church Flowers
The Flower Diary is at the back of church if you want to give flowers on a
certain Sunday, I will put the new diary into Church for Advent as usual.
Easter is early this year (27th March) so early warning - the usual collection for
Flowers for Easter will take place nearer to the date, probably around
Mothering Sunday (6th March).
Christina Rodger 01577 863785 or christina@westerloan.plus.com

Kinross Churches Together
Lent Courses
Wednesday evenings 7pm at St James’, starting 17th February for five weeks:
A Beautiful Friendship- Using clips from Casablanca as a launch pad for
discussion, 'A Beautiful Friendship' is designed for individuals and groups to
engage with the themes of Lent in a new and fresh way. The romancefuelled movie set in the height of World War II touches on many important
themes such as sacrifice, repentance, and hope. Paul Kerensa (comedy
writer for Maranda and Not Going Out) and his wife Zoe Young - both small
group leaders at their church in Guildford, masterfully weave these famous
scenes into their lent course. Using clips from the film, discussion starters
and insightful reflections the course will inspire and challenge Christians to
revisit the Easter story from a different perspective.
Thursday mornings 10am for 10.30 start at St Paul’s Meeting Room, starting
18th February for five weeks:
The Psalms prayers for today’s church- The ancient poems we call
Psalms are over 2000 years old. They were written in very different times
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from our own when humans could travel at the speed of a camel - not at the
speed of sound. But these songs have stood the test of time for they address
many of the problems we still face: violence, injustice, anger - and
bewilderment. Why do the wicked prosper? Where is God when we suffer?
In this 5-session course, Bishop Stephen Cottrell - a prolific and popular
author - reflects on the psalms in general (and five psalms in particular). He
invites us to join him as he does so.
Please come along and join other members of KCT, Everyone welcome
Better Place To Live
Saturday 5th March 10am till 2pm, Loch Leven Community Campus
Volunteers required from St Paul's between 1-2pm to man a table or do craft
work with children (origami lilies and palm crosses). Other times during the day
are being manned by the other churches. Please contact Jan 863291 for further
information or to offer your help.

Kinross Food Bank
Further to our previous articles, we are working hard with the Kinross-shire
charity Broke not Broken to set up a food bank in the Old Hall. This charity’s
aim is to tackle the effects of poverty in Kinross-shire by providing support and
practical assistance to individuals and families who are experiencing hardship.
You might be surprised as to how many people that is. Hence the food bank
project. Recently the premises currently used by Broke not Broken has been
deemed not fit for purpose our Vestry have approved a project involving
ourselves, Websters, our MP Tasmina Ahmed-Sheik and Broke not Broken to
upgrade our Old Hall to provide storage and distribution facilities for Broke not
Broken. There is much to be done and many organisations, not least the
Diocese, to involve before work can start, even so we hope to move quickly on
this because there is a real need within Kinross-shire for this type of support.
Volunteers, with many and varying skills and knowledge are required so if you
think you can help please see below for contact details.
A number of our congregation have already volunteered to help. For your
information Broke not Broken has a food collection outside the Co-op Kinross
between 10 and 2 on the last Saturday of every month. lf you are not sure what
to donate there is a list of suitable food in church to look at.
The initial intention is to open twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays
between the hours of 10am and 2pm. As with all good intentions we need
volunteers for all of the sessions which we intend to divide into 10am to 12noon
and 12noon to 2pm on each day. Nesta has agreed to help as has Charmian
Reid and Christine and myself will also be volunteering. The charity’s future
aim, as well as the food bank at St. Paul’s, is to get premises in Kinross and set
up a volunteer hub. All sorts of practical help and advice would be provided by
the volunteers as a way of giving something back to their own community. We
know that other ambitious projects are on the agenda such as Christmas
hampers, a big success in 2015, winter warmth provision of fuel to those in
need, starter packs to help people furnish new homes in emergency cases, and
a summer lunch scheme for children who usually rely on school dinners.
With all volunteers some training will be necessary to ensure that we comply
with Health and Safety regulations and understand how a Food Bank works.
11

We intend to make sure that anyone who needs to use the Food Bank is looked
after not only when they call in but after they leave too. We will offer a drink and
a chat to those who want it and point them in the right direction if they have
problems that other agencies may be able to help with. Privacy and Data
Protection is paramount but a friendly face will be well received also.
If you feel you would like to help then become a volunteer or join the
committee. You can find them on Facebook and they hold a public meeting in
the Campus on a regular basis. I am not sure when the next one takes place
but you can contact me, Peter Croft, on 01383 223004 or email at
malajafli@gmx.com and I will let you know the date when I get it.
Peter Croft

From Jim
For me it’s time once more to think about what’s going on in the wider church;
bearing in mind what is happening in other churches, and our Bishop and
Primus, David, who has been in Canterbury taking part in a conference of
Anglican Bishops from all over the world. They have debated where the Church
is going and have succeeded in reaching an amicable conclusion which avoids
the break-up of the Anglican Communion over the issue of ordaining gay
Bishops and Clergy who live openly in single sex partnerships. In order to
reach this agreement the Episcopal Church of North America has been “sidelined” and for the immediate future is not allowed to vote on any issue that
concerns doctrine or polity.
Nearer to home you will no doubt have heard about the intent of the Church of
England and the Church of Scotland to enter into dialogue. I do wonder what
St. Columba would think about this use of his name. We wonder where all of
this will lead as it seems to leave the Scottish Episcopal Church excluded.
These are two subjects which I think deserve a full and frank debate within and
beyond St. Paul’s and I would love to hear any thoughts you may have on
either of them.
I hope that Christmas and New Year turned out to be all thought it would be,
now we have to prepare for Lent and Easter, Easter is very early this year.

From the Editor
Here I am, at my computer, on the 8th January, and a happy new year to you all
by the way, and an amazing thing has happened. The sun has come out,
definitely for the first time this year, maybe for the first time since midDecember. I hope this means the cold dark days are on their way out and
brightness and sunshine will return.
Elsewhere in this issue Jim has written about the Columba Declaration and the
decision of our Primates to marginalise the Episcopal Church of North America
over their stance of same sex marriages and the ordination of openly gay
clergy. No doubt, like Jim, you will have your own views on this, and no doubt
like popular soap operas both these issues will run and run. I choose my words
carefully here, issues not arguments, for in both cases I believe the main
objective of the decision makers was to avoid argument, which risks
disagreement, and to maintain or even improve the cohesion of the Church.
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I am glad that our leaders set out to do this but I have to ask; with all these
discussions and meetings are they creating mountains where not even a
molehill exists? Surely it is a good thing that the Church of England and the
Church of Scotland wish to enter into a dialogue leading to closer ties between
them? We, as affiliates of the Church of England should be pleased and hope
that this initiative will lead to closer ties between ourselves and the Church of
Scotland. Yes, it might have been nice to have been asked to contribute to the
discussions but unless the outcome is detrimental to our position as the Church
of England’s partner in Scotland we should support closer relationships
between churches.
The position regarding the Episcopal Church of North America is more complex
but again I think our leaders are creating an issue where one need not exist.
Before I go on I must state that I have been fervently anti same-sex marriage
and even same sex partnerships still make me feel uneasy. But things change,
in society and in the Church, unfortunately in the Church they change at a very
slow rate.
When the Victorian missionaries started to explore the world and spread the
Word they encountered many societies whose social norms were at
loggerheads with those acceptable to Victorian society for example; slavery,
polygamy and polyandry. Although they found these practices unacceptable
the fact that they were, and are, practiced in many biblical societies posed a
problem. The Victorian solution was to accept, adapt and re-interpret, and this,
I believe is what the Church should do with regard to same sex partnerships
and marriage. Accept that in to-day’s society it happens, adapt our teachings
and doctrine to reflect this and re-interpret what the bible tells us. The bible
tells us that marriage is a lifelong union between one man and one woman, but
the bible we read is a translation of ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek and
maybe other languages, we should revisit the original script (if we can) and reassess the translations, is it really a big step from “one man and one woman for
life” to “two people for life”?
I saw this on Facebook:
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We should put this on our noticeboard at the church gate. We should add that
we are open every day of the year, not just at Easter and Christmas. Perhaps
a notice like this will remind people of our commitment to Christ and prompt
them to renew their commitment more often than just at Easter and at
Christmas.

And Finally
Two jokes that reflect what the weather should be like at this time of year
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For March
Next Magazine is the March 2016 issue, February is a short month so the cutoff date is week commencing 14th February, absolute and final cut off is 21st
February. Please don’t leave your submissions to the last moment, getting the
magazine produced, printed, and distributed is always a hectic process and last
minute submissions run the risk of being omitted if we are to meet our print
deadlines.
Comments, articles or suggestions for future magazine editions are always
welcome, please speak to me in church or e-mail them to me at
jonsearle@btinternet.com
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