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From the Rector: 

The Current Marriage Debate in the SEC 
On Friday June 12th, the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
made a crucial decision on how the future of marriage may look in our part of 
the worldwide Anglican Church. In his Primus’ Charge, +David stressed that it 
was Synod’s duty to work as hard as it could to ‘discern the mind of God’ so 
that, either way, it reached a proper outcome. It was a decisive decision which 
can leave us in no doubt that there is significant will for this change to take 
place. Having said that, we are still a long way off from any changes coming 
into effect about how marriages are conducted and for whom. 
 
Like all clergy, I am bound by our Code of Canons, the rule book that tells us 
how we are to ‘be’ and ‘do’ Church. At the moment, Canon 31 states that 
marriage is ‘a physical, spiritual and mystical union of one man and one 
woman’. After much heartfelt deliberation, discussion and debate, General 
Synod voted to remove this opening section of the Canon. As a result, this 
paves the way for the possibility of clergy conducting marriage services for 
people of the same sex. However, this possibility is still some years away from 
becoming a reality. As with all changes to the Canons, the revision to Canon 31 
will be sent back to the Diocesan Synods for their approval or for any 
amendments of it to be put forward. It will be 2017 at the very earliest before 
any changes can take place regarding who can get married in church. 
 
General Synod is all too aware that there is a wide range of views across our 
Church and also within local church congregations. Some people, both clergy 
and laity, find the possibility of same sex marriage at present too much to 
contemplate. As a result, Synod also voted to include a ‘Conscience Clause’ 
that provides clergy with the option not to conduct marriages for same sex 
couples. 
 
Despite General Synod’s historic vote, St Paul’s needs to join the provincial-
wide period of reflection as we all begin to think through how to respond. It will 
take considerable maturity of thought and dedication to prayer if we too are to 
discern the mind of God for St Paul’s witness to and ministry of God’s love here 
in Kinross. As such I will be establishing a dedicated prayer group who will 
meet regularly to help us in that discernment. Please let me know if you would 
be interested in taking part. Thank you. 

 

How to contact our Rector 
David can be contacted on 01577 863795 or via e-mail at 

frdavidkinross@gmail.com 
The Rector’s hour is usually 3:30pm-4:30pm every Thursday in the Church 
Office beside the Church.   Changes to this will be notified on the Church’s 
website.    
David normally takes Friday as his day off  
The St Paul’s website is  www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk  

  

mailto:frdavidkinross@gmail.com
http://www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk/
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Services during July and August 
St Paul’s is open, friendly and welcoming to all age groups (whether regular 
churchgoers or if you’re simply inquisitive about who we are and what we do.) 
 
We are excited about the ways in which God is calling us to grow as a 
community, for the community. Our aim is to express our deep appreciation of 
both the spoken and sacramental Word with a lightness of touch and a smile.  
 
Children are equally welcome to stay in church during the service or go to the 
Meeting Room for Sunday School and everyone is particularly invited to stay 
together during our monthly ‘Whole Church’ services. 
 
We predominantly use the 1982 Liturgy on Sunday mornings but create 
experimental devotion for special events throughout the year. If you would like 
to give us a try, we look forward to meeting and greeting you and hope that you 
might enjoy becoming part of this faithful family of Christ. 
 

Mondays and Wednesdays 
8am Morning Prayer, said quietly in the side chapel. All very welcome. 
 

Wednesdays 
(except 3rd week) 2.30pm Midweek Holy Communion. 
(3rd Wednesday) 12.30pm Lunch, Meditative Reflection and Holy Communion. 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. 

 

Thursdays 
3.30pm – 4.30pm (apart from 9th July) The Rector is in the Church Office (in 
the old black tin hall) if you would like to see a member of the clergy for any 
reason. 

 

Services and Events in July: 
 

Sunday 5th: Pentecost 7 (Proper 14) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 

Sunday 12th: Pentecost 8 (Proper 15) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Whole Church Sung Eucharist and Holy Baptism with music led by our 
Music Group 
 

Sunday 19th: Pentecost 9 (Proper 16) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 

Sunday 26th: Pentecost 10 (Proper 17) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 

Wednesday 29th: 
8.30pm A simple Sung Compline 
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Services and Events in August: 
 

Sunday 2nd: Pentecost 11 (Proper 18) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 

Sunday 9th: The Transfiguration of the Lord (transferred from the 6th) 

8.30am The Scottish Liturgy (1928) 
11am Whole Church Sung Eucharist with music led by our Music Group 
 

Sunday 16th: Pentecost 13 (Proper 20) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 

Sunday 23th: Pentecost 14 (Proper 21) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 
 

Wednesday 29th: 
8.30pm A simple Sung Compline 
 

Sunday 30th: Pentecost 15 (Proper 22) 
8.30am Holy Communion 
11am Sung Eucharist 

Dates for your diary 
Pat Payne has asked me to remind you all that the 3rd Sunday of every month is a 
Fair Trade Sunday when a selection of Fair trade goods will be available to buy in the 
meeting room. 

From the Vestry 
The vestry meeting on June 8th was very positive; approval was agreed to 
commence the re-furbishment and re-painting of the west wall, the protection of 
our metalwork through the use of a product called Smart Water and to proceed 
to organise a meeting with the Bishop to discuss our future plans before we 
formally contact the Diocesan building Committee. 
 
The painting will be done by the same firm who re-furbished and painted the 
East wall, their work then was very good and we hope to see similar results on 
the west wall.  Smart Water is a chemical that fluoresces when exposed to 
ultra-violet light, it is literally painted on all our metalwork (roof leadwork, 
silverware, anything of value made of metal) and forms an invisible marker 
unique to St Paul’s such that any metal stolen from us can be identified.  Use of 
Smart Water will reduce our annual insurance premiums.  Our meeting with the 
Bishop is to discuss with him and the chairman of the Diocesan Building 
Committee out outline plans for the future development of St Paul’s.  Vestry feel 
that the endorsement of the Bishop will be an important step towards getting 
formal approval to proceed. 
 
Prior to meeting with the Bishop we have meeting planned or scheduled with 
lighting contractors and architects so we can hear their ideas on what is 
possible, and what is sensible, for St Paul’s. 
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Other matters dealt with fall under the category “general administrivia” and are 
too boring to include here, if you are interested in the minutiae of our meetings 
then please contact Jon, the Vestry Secretary, for a copy of the minutes.  

Getting fed and watered on the 3rd Wednesday in the 
Month 

After serving us with some delicious soup (accompanied by scrummy left-over 
cake from the night before), Marg Meade led the Wednesday lunchtime group 
into a time of quiet meditation. We began with this beautiful poem. I commend it 
to you, especially at this time when we are thinking creatively about developing 
our discipleship of Jesus Christ and rethinking the layout of the church building. 
 

‘The Great Dream of God’, attributed to Charles Pierre Péguy 
 
The Lord God said: 
I myself will dream a dream within you. 
Good dreams come from me you know; 
My dreams seem impossible, not too practical, 
Not for the cautious man or woman; 
A little risky sometimes, a trifle brash perhaps; 
Some of my friends prefer to rest more comfortably in soundersleep with 
vision-less eye. 
But from those who share my dreams I ask a little patience, 
A little humour, some small courage, 
And a listening heart - I will do the rest. 
Then they will risk and wonder at their daring, 
Run and marvel at their speed, 
Build and stand in awe at the beauty of their building. 
You will meet me often as you work: 
 - In your companions who share your risk, 
- In your friends who believe in you enough to lend their own dreams, 
their own hands, their own hearts to your building, 
 - In the people who will find your doorway, stay a while 
and walk away knowing they too can find dreams. 
There will be sun-filled days and sometimes it will rain A little variety ... 
Both come from Me – so come, be content; 
It is my dream you dream, 
My house you build, 
My caring you witness, 
My love you share - and this is the heart of the matter. 
 

Come along for some truly tasty nourishment and a little quiet time in the 
middle of a busy week. You’ll be made most welcome. 
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A vision for the future of St Paul’s 
 

On Trinity Sunday the Vestry introduced an outline idea for the future 
development of St Paul’s, details of their thinking together with overview plans 
were included in last months magazine. At the time it was said that the 
presentation was the very first stage of a long process involving much thought 
and discussion involving everyone interested in the future of St Paul’s and how 
the quality of our worship may be improved.  The next stage of that process 
started with the visit of Thomas Brauer, the Diocesan Missioner who, in a 
fascinating meeting on June 16th led us to examine elements of change we 
had not previously considered, here is Anita’s summary of the meeting: 
 
WHY? Congregational Reflection Begins. 
 
On the 16th June, Thomas Brauer the Diocesan Missioner came to lead an 
evening of thought and discussion amongst the congregation at St Paul’s. I 
think most of us expected the aim would be to debate the changes in the 
church layout, following the presentation and discussion on Trinity Sunday. 
However,  the first word that  Thomas asked us to consider,  and then to 
reconsider at every point in our thinking was WHY? 
 
The first stage in the evening involved a large roll of paper stretched across the 
meeting room on which we were invited to write events in the life of St Paul’s 
through the years. Thomas mentioned that even the smallest events that pop 
into the mind might seem irrelevant, but can turn out to have great significance.  
This  led  to  an  interesting  time  charting  the  origins  of  the congregation 
meeting in a room above a shop before the church building existed, right 
through to the present day. It was interesting to hear about periods  of  decline  
and  growth  over  the  years,  changes  in  the  area influencing the 
congregation, events, groups, ecumenical initiatives and a variety of projects. 
Thomas was excited to hear about the recent Flower Festival bringing in so 
many people in the area who had not previously set foot in St Paul’s. He 
encouraged future events in the same vein, and asked us  to  share  our  
experience  with  other  churches  to  inspire  them to  do something similar. 
 
At times this exercise, and the remembrance of past events triggered some 
emotional responses, or the beginnings of debate, but Thomas urged us to 
keep to the positives and concentrate on making the record. 
 
It is amazing how much in the living history of a church is retained in the 
memories  of  its  members,  and  how  vulnerable  we  are  to  losing  that 
resource if we don’t record it.  I remember my local church going through a 
similar process as part of Mission 21, and realising that it is impossible to move 
forward without an understanding of the past. The piece of paper will be made 
available  over the next  few weeks at  the back of  church and members of the 
congregation who weren’t able to attend are encouraged to read the entries 
and add to them. It is important that we capture everything that is important to 
each member of the congregation. Don’t worry about messing it up or doing it 
wrong. It was impossible (and not the aim of the exercise) to write everything 
out with exact chronological spacing. Perhaps once everyone has had a 
chance to contribute we can think about sorting out the order and typing it  up 
so that we can all  get  to read about this fascinating journey. 
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The  second  part  of  the  evening  started  more  conventionally,  with  the 
congregation  seated  in  a  circle  around  a  flipchart.  The first page was 
emblazoned with  Why? and we flicked between this and the pages that 
followed. 
Thomas asked us to list reasons why we felt that change was necessary at St 
Paul’s. The initial points listed were:  

 Access 

 The need for more people 

 Flexibility 

 Welcoming families 

 Make the church attractive 

 God is calling us to do this 

 To be a resource for the going out and the coming in (to welcome 

people into our church in new ways and to inspire us to go out into the 

community to invite people in). Thomas slightly reshaped the wording 

to mention “the going out and the coming in” as it is a concept that 

crops up often in the Bible. 

Thomas again brought us back to why – asking us to go deeper into our first 
thoughts.  

 Freedom for people to come in, and for us to do different things 

 We are “Held” by the structure. Change might allow freedom for 

different types of services, and encourage richer liturgies. 

 We are desperate for growth 

o the initial comment referred to growth in numbers, but the need for 

our own spiritual growth was also spoken about. 

 Evangelism 

 A permeable membrane.  

o Shorthand for saying that our work in the church is to allow God’s 

spirit to flow out into the wider community, and how we can be 

shaped  by  the  community’s  response  to  that  love. Vital that 

Church doesn’t seek to model itself on a club mentality that only 

looks inwards and excludes new people and new ideas. 

 There has been a culture change in our society.  

o 30 years ago there weren’t all  the leisure options and choices that 

there now are on a Sunday. People now commit to sports activities,  

work  on  Sunday,  go  shopping  etc.  This  is  a  fact whether or not 

we approve or wish it otherwise. A congregation that  focuses  solely  

on  its  Sunday  morning  experience  to  the exclusion  of  all  else  

will  not  reach  the  majority  of  people.  A church  building  that  is  

hardly  used  the  rest  of  the  week,  is perhaps a building that is not 

fulfilling its potential, only being in use a tiny percentage of the time. 

 Thomas asked us to look at these points, and ask why they matter. 

 People need the message of love and forgiveness 

 We need to meet them where they are to show them 

 God calls us 

 We hear that call in the Gospel.  
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o Jesus gives us examples of meeting people where they need to be 

met, for example the woman at the well and Zacchaeus. 

o Evangelism 

o Jesus challenging the status quo when it was the right thing to do.  

He  was  not  afraid  of  offending  the  Pharisees,  and  the 

upstanding members of the community in favour of the outcasts and 

those on the margins. 

Jon  Searle  had  mentioned  his  view that  changes  are  needed  because 
otherwise  St  Paul’s  is  dying.  This  was  a  controversial  statement,  but 
Thomas used it in an unexpected way by writing it on the flipchart as a positive  
statement  to  finish  the  evening.  We considered the Biblical examples of the 
need for death in order that rebirth can happen. Thomas challenged us to be 
able to say joyfully that St Paul’s is dying in order that we can allow it to live. 
 
It was a thought provoking evening, packed full of conversation, information 
and insights. It wasn’t a committee meeting, and there were no minutes as 
such. My aim was to write about the outline of the evening, and everything that 
was noted on the flipchart sheets (the main bullet headings) with a bit of  
context  from  the  discussions.  Even  without  a  full  note  of  all  the 
discussions,  this  paired  down  version  of  events  isn’t  as  brief  as  I’d 
expected! I would encourage members of the congregation who couldn’t attend 
to talk to those who did to find out more, and make time to come to the next 
stages in the journey. It’s rewarding to have space to think about the bigger 
issues and learn from each other with an “outsider’s” guiding hand to diffuse 
any heat in the process. 
 
I’m sure we will keep returning to  Why? throughout the process. Thomas 
mentioned that  Why? is always the most important question. Only when that is 
clear can we go on to the  How? He suggested that the  What? Is actually the 
least important thing. Whatever happens with the What?, i.e. the specifics of 
what changes or stays the same in the building, it’s in the living out of the 
Why? that we will achieve the things that matter in the life of  St  Paul’s.  
Thomas  has  promised  to  return  for  the  next  phase  of discussions later in 
the year. 
Jan Campbell sat next to me on the evening, and said at the end that it had 
nudged her thinking. I thought it would be useful to finish on a personal 
response to the evening, so I asked Jan to share a little about her thoughts. 
 
 ‘It’s  a  little  difficult  to  put  into  words  how my  thinking  was  nudged  by 
Thomas  Brauer‘s  discussion  last  Tuesday  evening.  It  was  a  gradual 
process. Thomas’; insistence on WHY did we want to change our church was 
key.  One of  the reasons is  we want  growth.  But  why do we want growth?  
Merely  to  pay  the  bills?  To  have  discussion  groups  or  social outings?  
Why? It boils down to the original reason we are Christians, the presence  of  
Jesus  Christ  himself  in  the  world  and  what  he  asked  his disciples and us 
to do. It is said that Piskies prefer to live evangelism than speak it. Now we live 
in an incredibly pressurised culture where few have time for church. We 
can&#039;t change that. We need to meet people at their point of need as 
Jesus showed us. 
So it seems to me a small step to open our church up for more than our own 
worship so that we can meet and get to know more people in our community 
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and so live our faith. Imagine our “;church”; bigger than what we have now, 
hopeful not hopeless. Is God calling us to take the risk?’ 

Sunday School 
Lots of birthdays for this edition, birthday wishes to: 

Aine McLaughlin who celebrates her  birthday on the 6th of July,  
Annalie Fryer who celebrates her  birthday on the 10th of July,  
Callum Robinson who celebrates his birthday on the 1st  of August,  
Alastair Robinson who celebrates his birthday on the 12th  of August,  
and 
Isabella Smith who celebrates her birthday on the 31st  of August,  
 

And a happy birthday to any grownups who may be too shy to share their 
birthdays with us. 

Thursday Morning Group 

The current study is based on the classic film Casablanca. Meet at 10am 

for a 10.30 start at 16 Station Road on Thursday mornings. All are 

welcome. 

Soul Survivor 
 

Soul Survivor Scotland is coming to Kinross from 1st-5th 
August! Soul Survivor is a Christian youth festival, aimed at 
young people of secondary school age. The festival has been 
running in England for 22 years, and held its first event in 
Scotland last year. This year, they are moving to Lendrick 
Muir (where I work), which makes it really accessible for us. 

They are hoping to have 800+ people come for 5 days of worship, teaching and 
fun. It costs £119 for the week, or there will be day/evening tickets available 
nearer the time.  
 
They have loads of information on their website, www.soulsurvivor.com so if 
you think you (or a young person you know) might be interested, go and have a 
look. They have lots of videos in their resources section like talks, interviews 
and video diaries that might give you a taste of the week.  
 
If there are a few people who would like to go, it’d be nice to arrange something 
that’d mean we can all go together. As it’s so close, there might be options to 
visit for a day or evening, rather than going all week (or even to go every day, 
but sleep in your own bed at night, if camping isn't your thing). Let me know if 
you’re interested- either catch me on a Sunday, or email vic_stig@hotmail.com  
If you’re a bit too old for secondary school, but might like to accompany some 
of our young people to the event, let me know too.  

  

http://www.soulsurvivor.com/
mailto:vic_stig@hotmail.com
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200 Club draw 
The winners of the June draw were  
1st prize June Lindsay 
2nd prize Roda Morrison 
3rd prize Jane Bruce 
 
Congratulations to all. 
 
When your membership is due for renewal you will receive a renewal notice.    
Many thanks to those people who return their forms and cheques promptly, and 
if you haven’t yet returned yours, could you please do so as soon as possible.    
There are still plenty of numbers left if anyone else would like to join the club 

Church Flowers  
The Diary is at the back of church if you want to give flowers on a certain 
Sunday. 
Christina Rodger 01577 863785 or christina@westerloan.plus.com 

Kinross Churches Together 
This Christmas the churches in Kinross-shire are hoping to be able to give out 
to local under-fives groups a knitted nativity set and a nativity book. 
To do this we need various bits and bobs. Please can you help us in this 
project? 
 
Have you any Double Knitting wool in these colours lying around. 
1 Ball of Each Sky  Blue, Royal Blue, White , Dark Green , Light Brown, Yellow 
, Rust ,  Pink , Rose , Orange , Purple , Bright Blue, Lavender , Light Grey , 
Dark Grey , Bright Green , Nutmeg , Black , Pale Yellow   
2 balls of each of Cream and Red  
3 balls of Flesh  
25cm narrow gold cord and transparent thread 
Fabric glue 
If you have any of the above please hand them in at church with NATIVITY 
written on the bag or give to Sue or Jan. 
Calling all knitters 
Please can you knit at least one figure or animal, we have the patterns all we 
need are the knitters. 
If you can’t knit 
but can sew please let us know if you would be able to sew the figures 
together because I know some knitters  find this difficult. 
 Or 
 Would you like to donate towards this project if you are unable to do any of the 
above,  please put a donation in an envelope with Sue or Jan’s name on it and 
give it in with your collection on a Sunday this will go towards the books, 
stuffing, threads and wool. 
Thank you Sue & Jan KCT Reps. 
 

mailto:christina@westerloan.plus.com
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Attention all Facebook users 
St Paul’s has a Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross 
We list all our services and events, and there are some photos too. If you are 
on Facebook please take a moment to “Like” our page, join any “Events” that 
we create and share these on your timeline and with your friends. The more 
page likes, shares and event members we have, the more publicity we will get 
on news feeds of folk in the local area. So much is being publicised in our local 
community via Facebook these days. There is a well used Facebook group for 
Kinross and Milnathort parents, and a lot of community events get much of their 
publicity via Facebook. It makes sense for us to make the most of this 
opportunity to reach out to local people in this new way. All it takes is a few 
clicks.  

Listening 
As part of my voluntary work I am undergoing a course of studies. The early 
work has been very concerned with how to listen. I think most of us think we 
know how to listen and connect with people, and at first I was a little sceptical 
about the amount of time I would have to give to this “skill”. I’ve been amazed 
at how much there is to think about in getting it right, and how much practice it 
takes to avoid the pitfalls.  
 
Listening involves very little speaking. That’s perhaps the trickiest bit. If people  
stumble  or  halt,  you  give  them time,  or  help  by  reflecting  the feelings they 
have shared. For example: “it sounds you are very worried about that”. This 
gives the speaker the chance to clarify their thoughts. “No, I’m not so much 
worried as angry” might take the conversation in an unexpected but necessary 
direction.  
 
Instead  what  many  of  us  do  is  jump  in  with  either  solutions,  or  with 
platitudes: “it will be okay”, “at least you have…” 
 
If you jump in at worst the person might feel like you haven’t really listened to 
them, at best you’ve provided a solution but not allowed them to feel like they 
have helped themselves by coming to their own understanding of the  situation.  
This  is  a  lost  opportunity  to  boost  the  confidence  of  a struggling  person.  
So  often  in  life  there  aren’t  really  easy  solutions anyway. It’s the process of 
sharing that is so important.  
 
I had my own experience of this recently when somebody asked me about my 
music when I was feeling a bit frustrated with things. I gave them an honest 
answer, and immediately got an “at least…” type response. I didn’t disagree  
with  anything  they  said,  but  I  felt  upset  and  drained  by  the encounter. 
When I reflected afterwards, I realised that although I agreed with everything 
they had said, saying it to me in that context, in that way, had made me feel 
silly for sharing my feelings at all.  
 
True listening involves empathy rather than sympathy. There is a great little clip 
online. I’ll make sure the link goes on to St Paul’s Facebook page, or you can 
type it into your browser:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw  

http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw
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It’s a fun two minute animation, and sums things up much better than I could. 
 
Anita 

KELTY & DISTRICT LOVING HANDS 
 

Knit, crochet & sew for Charities, Local and Worldwide 
 

On Monday 15th June we were very pleased to host a talk by Sue Hope who 
promotes the work of the Kenya Children's Home & the Freedom From Fistula 
Foundation.  She was supported by Lisa Houston and they gave an 
inspirational PowerPoint presentation followed by a Q&A session which gave 
us all a valuable insight into the work of these charities.   
 
Kenya Children's Home - Help us to help them... to learn.... to live.... to laugh 
 
Kenya Children’s Home (KCH) was established by Ann Gloag's Balcraig 
Foundation in 2002 when the Scottish charity took over the running of the 
former Thomas Barnardo House in Nairobi. The orphanage is the flagship 
project of KCH and is home to up to 200 orphaned, destitute and abandoned 
babies and children at any one time.   

Since then, KCH has grown significantly, extending its support far beyond the 
reach of the Nairobi orphanage, with the development of many other 
community projects throughout Kenya. 

For more information about Kenya Children's Home, please visit the website 
www.kenyachildrens.home.org.uk 

 

The Freedom from Fistula Foundation – Making Life Worth Living 

Founded by Ann Gloag in 2008, the Charity provides free surgeries to repair 
obstetric fistulas which are caused by prolonged, obstructed childbirth and 
leave women incontinent, often living in shame and isolation having been 
outcast by their families and friends.  There are an estimated 2 million women 
living with obstetric fistula in Africa and, in addition to treating patients already 
suffering, the Freedom From Fistula Foundation is working hard to prevent 
fistulas happening in the first place through the provision of better maternity 
care and access to it.  The Charity currently works in Sierra Leone, Malawi and 
Kenya 

For more information about The Freedom From Fistula Foundation, please visit 
the website www.freedomfromfistula.org.uk 

Any groups wishing to find out more about the Charities, can book Sue for a 
talk by contacting her by email  - sue@thehopeconsultancy.org.uk or by phone 
(07702 812987) 
 
We are very grateful to Sue & Lisa for all the information & advice they gave us 
as to what is most needed in the way of handicrafts for the charities.  We raised 
£60 from a raffle to donate to the organisation & had a letter of thanks telling us 
that the £60 will educate a child for 6 months in one of their other projects, 
Mashimoni - a Centre of hope in a slum area of Nairobi where over 2 million 
people 'exist' in appalling conditions. 

http://www.kenyachildrens.home.org.uk/
http://www.freedomfromfistula.org.uk/
mailto:sue@thehopeconsultancy.org.uk
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A very humbling & enlightening experience for all our group members who now 
feel even more determined to let their knitting needles, crochet hooks & sewing 
machines do the 'talking'. 
 
Christine Croft 

From Jim 
Members of the congregation, brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.  Like most 
of you my thoughts and more especially my prayers go out to you during this 
period of coming transformation for our beloved St Pauls.  I recall the time I 
worshipped in a large church in the Scottish Borders, it was dark, damp and 
mostly felt dead.  Services were once a fortnight, no organist to accompany the 
hymns and the congregations amounted to about 20 something people even on 
a good day, and always cold.    Now can we look at Kinross Parish Church, 
when first I worshipped there it was typical of most, rows and rows of dark 
brown pews that my fellows found uncomfortable.  Now to see what can and 
has been done to other church interiors let’s consider Kinross parish Church 
and the great changes that have taken place.  Minus the pews the auditorium is 
a huge space for lots of activities, not just Sunday worship; movable chairs, 
very good lighting, underfloor heating, room and facilities now for more than 
150 people to enjoy a music concert, or the historical society, to name just two 
activities.  Plus, there is the Church Centre on the High Street.  Despite being a 
rich, well attended, place of worship the church itself is even yet, after a number 
of years, still paying off the money borrowed to upgrade it. 
 
We have a long journey ahead of us, my advice is pray lots and trust in the 
Lord, he will see us through this journey. 
 
Jim Henry (Sacristan) 

From the Editor 
Well, how did that happen?  The Synod has agreed to start the process to 
remove section 1 of canon 31 from the Book of Canons.  Before you reach for 
your “so what” expression look with me at what Canon31 section 1 says, and I 
quote from the Book of Canons: 
 

The Doctrine of the Church is that marriage is a physical, spiritual and 
mystical union of one man and one woman created by their mutual consent 
of heart, mind and will thereto, and is a holy and lifelong estate instituted by 
God. 

 
This canon was added to the Code of Canons in 1980, it was added to allow for 
the re-marriage of divorced persons in church, affirming the principle of 
marriage as a lifelong union but acknowledging that a civil court might judge a 
marriage to have irretrievably broken down.  The phrase that is now under 
scrutiny, because of recent changes in society to accept same sex 
partnerships, is that marriage is a “union of one man and one woman”. 
 
You may ask here “Why do two people decide to get married”?  According to 
the Scottish Prayer Book, which incidentally speaks of joining together this man 
and this woman in Holy Matrimony, marriage is for the increase of mankind  
and for the mutual society, help and comfort of one for the other.  In short, for 
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the production of children and for mutual support in good and bad times.  This 
is reflected in the words of our marriage service. 
 
To-day not all marriages are blessed with children, some couples choose not to 
have children, others cannot because of age or for medical reasons, so to say 
that procreation is the main purpose of marriage is not now the case, our 
society is moving towards the nurture of children and the mutual comfort of 
husband and wife.  Marriage is a gift of God to a husband and his wife who, 
giving themselves to each other, loving each other throughout their lives 
together, reflect the existence of God.  God calls husbands and wives to live 
faithfully, to love, respect, and honour each other in dignity, one man, one wife. 
 
And here’s where it gets difficult, my view is that God intends marriage to be 
one husband and one wife, not one husband and another husband, or one wife 
and another wife, even the phrases sound wrong.  So if the Synod two years 
down the track simply changes the wording of Canon 31 para 1 to omit “one 
man and one woman” and replaces it with “two people” it will be wrong.  I 
accept that society has moved on, it now accepts single sex partnerships, but 
that is all they are and all they can be, they are not and cannot be marriages. 
 
 
This is the Church’s official view, to-day, and one I wholly agree with. 
 
But two years down the line things may be totally different.  If Canon 31 para 1 
is removed what will replace it?  Here things get a little “dark”, you see this 
initiative came out of the recent discussions on same sex marriage, no decision 
on this was made but I view the removal of Canon 31 para 1 as potentially 
prejudicial to any future decision on same sex marriage.  Imagine there is no 
Canon 31 para 1, and you do not support same sex marriage, what exactly will 
you be able to vote for or against?  The removal of Canon 31 para1 removes 
the “one man and one woman” element for all marriages, all votes will, 
therefore, support same sex marriages by default.  
 
 
But back to my original question, how did this happen?  Such a momentous 
change should be discussed in depth and everyone should be given the 
chance to contribute to the discussion but I cannot remember being asked for 
my views on this.  Perhaps I was (we were) asked, and I have forgotten, if so, 
apologies to whoever has been gathering our opinions.  But the decision on 
Canon 31 seems to have come out of nowhere and such an important subject 
should have been kept in the forefront of our minds. We should have been 
bombarded with information on the theological and sociological aspects of any 
decision we may make, just as in an election campaign where the various 
contenders flood us to the point of information overload with their side of any 
argument. 
 
And will we, the ordinary people get a vote?  How will this decision be made?  I 
would hate the think that we will not be given the chance to become involved, to 
vote even, this is too important to be left with the high hiedyuns, I think it should 
be a vote open to all SEC members, we seem to be quite good at that sort of 
thing here in Scotland. 
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Please let me know your views on this issue, I think it important enough to 
warrant a continuing discussion; via the pages of our magazine and, perhaps, 
with some clergy led meetings. 
 
Jon 

And Finally 
A bumper “And Finally” for this magazine, well its summer and there is a lot of 
serious stuff in our mag this month so let’s lighten up a bit with these: 
 
Lexophilia "Lexophile" is a word used to describe those that have a love for 
words, such as "you can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish", or "to write with 
a broken pencil is pointless." 
 
A competition to see who can come up with the best lexophiles is held every 
year in an undisclosed location. 
 
This year's winning submission is posted at the very end. 
 
... When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate. 
 
... A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
 
... When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 
 
... The batteries were given out free of charge. 
 
... A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail. 
 
... A will is a dead giveaway. 
 
... With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 
 
... A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
 
... When you've seen one shopping centre you've seen a mall. 
 
... Police were summoned to a day-care centre where a three-year-old was 
resisting a rest.  
 
... Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off? He's all right 
now. 
 
... A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired. 
 
... When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 
 
... The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully recovered. 
 
... He had a photographic memory which was never developed. 
 
... When she saw her first strands of grey hair she thought she'd dye. 
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... Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it. 
 
And the cream of the twisted crop : 
 
... Those who get too big for their pants will be totally exposed in the end.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ - 
 
 
 
Two things Jesus did not have to cope with as he preached the word, 
technology and ‘elf ‘n safety: 
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For September 
Next Magazine is the September issue, the cut-off date is week commencing 
16th August, absolute and final cut off is 23rd August.. 
  
Comments, articles or suggestions for future news sheets are always welcome, 
please speak to me in church or e-mail them to me at 
jonsearle@btinternet.com 

mailto:jonsearle@btinternet.com

